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with advantage. I refer io Cave House
which was partly demolished by fire. That
Luilding should be re-erected, when it would
produce revenue for the Government and be
the means of employing a eertain amount of
labour.

Mr. Slecrnan: Why do not the Govern-
ment use the insurance money?

Hon. P, Collier: As soon as they finish
Yanehep that work will be done.

Mr. BARNARD: Quite a lot of money
has heen spent there, while Cave House has
heen neglected. [ hope if the Government
do decide to rebuild that establishment they
will ent out the clause which compels a con-
tractor to employ sustenance labourers. Al-
though it is desirable that work shonid be
ziven to sustenance people, the elause oper-
ates very harshly in other directions, A
contractor is not allowed to employ his own
son, although the lad may be out of work.
In my district there is 2 man who has a son,
and a nephew he has kept from boyhood.
Becanse of this clanse he is not allowed to
employ either of those young fellows on the
small contract he has secured.

Mr. Kenneally: There will be room for
yau over here yet.

AMr, BARNARD: T do not think the hon,
member would cave to have me. A lot has
heen said by two members about the timber
industry. I am sorry the member for Neal-
gon is not here fo-night, for we might have
had a little eross fire and have had things
livened up. A certain amount of reforesta-
tion iz going on in my electorate. Timbsr
is being eut down on some good land, which
should he nsed for something besides the
growing of pines. I agree that some timber
should be protected, hut the nse of that com-
modity seems to he going out. Most of tho
modern huildings are heing erected without
timber, except when if is used for scaffold
poles.

AMiss Holman: Do you ever see the floors
of huildings?

AMr. BARNARD: Some of them are of
cement.

Miss Holman: Have von seen the par-
nuetry floors, say, of the Eeconomie, and
have you seen any furniture in the shops?

Mr. BARNARD: I am referring to mod-
ern buildings. Sometimes in the heart of a
forest one will see cement structures instead
of wooden ones. Where timber iz plentiful
it should he used for all bridges, culverts
and drains. Reference has been made to

.put up with many disabilities.
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sehools. In my distriet, which is a wet one,
many of the sehool huildings do not include
shetter sheds. Between 30 and 40 children
at lunch time or at play time have no place
to go for shelter. Something should be done
to make good that defictency. Local residents
have offered to build shelters if they are sup-
plied with the timber, but owing to lack of
funds apparently even that eannot he done.
No doubt money is short, and we have to
I hope that
later on money will he available for these
neeessary works, I trust that effect will be
ziven to the report of the Royal Commission
on group settlement, and that the same con-
sideration will be given to those who are on
the land as is extended to the unemployed.
Reference has been made to the importance
of the goldmining industry to Western Aus-
tralia, to the number of persons employed
in it, and to the need for developing it in
every possible way. I know that at one time
gold practically saved Western Australia,
and helped to save other portions of the
Commonwealth, Now it is to receive a cer-
tain amount of consideration. I think we
should not neglect what will eventually prove
te be absolutely the backbone of Western
Australia, and that is the farming industry.

On motion by Mr. Coverley, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.31 p.m.

Legislative RAssembly,
Thursday, 1st Septewmber, 1932,

PacE
Question : Hartours, dredaing .. 333
Addressin-reply, seventh day ... e 334

The SPEARKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read pravers.

QUESTION—HARBOURS, DREDGING.

Mr. DONEY asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What was the average annual
cost over the past ten financial vears of
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maintenance-dredging tbe harbours of Fra-
mantle, Bunbury, Geraldton and Albany, the
figures for each port to be given separately,
and the term “maintenance-dredging” to be
taken as meaning such dredging as is neeces-
sary to free the harbours from sand or other
siltage? 2, What is the anticipated cost of
the same work at the same ports for the enr-
rent year?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
The information desired is contained in the
following table:—

Average
annunl cost
for 10 years

Estimated

for v
Name of Harbour, cost for year

ended ending .
30-6-1pg2,  J0-0-1933.
1 £ ! £
Albany L. o0 Nif
Bunhury 6,085 5,000
*Fremantle 3,812 7.000
Geraldton | A A

* Expenditure from Fremantle Harbour Tru=t’s Fumls.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Seventh Day,
Dehate resumed from the previous day.

MR. COVERLEY (Kimberley) [438]: [
have listened with interest to the critieisms
—sprinkled with a few apologies and econ-
gratulations from members on the Minis-
terial side—that have been offered during
this dchbate.

The Premier: Tt is easy to erificise. Per-
haps you can do hetter.

Mr, COVERLEY: I agree with the Pre-
mier that it is quite casy to crifieise, but L
do not think I shall be accused of unduly
criticising ecither in private or in publie life.
I hope that my protest on behalf of that
part of the State which I represent will not
be regarded as mere criticism of the present
Government. In any case, I refuse to let
this debate close without entering my pro-
test against the administration that has been
meted out to the people of the North, pos-
sibly beeause they have not in this Chamber
the numbers to command the respeef to
which they are entitled from the Govern-
ment. The Governor's Speech has, in my
opinion, two outstanding features. First,
there is a deficit of £1,557,896—a reeord
for Western Australia, and another record
attachable to the present Government.
Secondly, there is the neglect of the north-
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ern portion of the State. Those two
peculiar features are traceable fo the hon.
gentleman who formerly held, and now holds
the leading position in this House, as
Treasurer, During the last year of his
lirst Treasurership he had a deficit of
£405,351, and at the end of that year had
accumulated deficits totalling £5,910,916.
His deficits even during good times do not
compare quite favourably with the defieit

- for the financial year which has just closed.

This time he has created a greater record
than ever. The only mention which the hon.
gentleman made of the North-West at the
close of his first Premiership was to the
cffeet that large areas were being alienated
for oil prospecting. Those coneessions wers
eranfed under the most ruinous conditions
in the world; no other country would have
authorised such conditions.

The Premier: What ought to have bevu
done?

Mr. COVERLEY: On this occasion,
when o1l concessions were granted——

The Premier: We are tired of all this
nonsense,

Mr. COVERLEY: There is no nonsense
abont it. The Premier, in granting conces-
sions fo prospecting syndicates, should at
least have done what has been done in other
countries—imposed conditions ensuring that
the sharcholders’ money would be properly
expended.

The Premier: Do you know what ought to
be done about the present position?

Mr. COVERLEY: The people in the
North say that the Premier showed himself
prepared to grant conecessions without plae-
ing any restrictions whatever upon the syn-
dicates or eompanies in the way of having
supervision by a geoclogist over the horing.

The Premier: Was that vesterday?

Mr. COVERLEY: No. 1 am ecomparing
the Premier’s neglect of the North in 1923
with bis neglect of that part of the State
in 1932, 1 shall not be led astray hy the
Premier’s interjections. Before I sit dowm,
T shall draw attention to the needs and com-
plaints of my electorate. The Premier only
wastes time by interjecting. The Governor's
Speech contains no explanation of the re-
cord deficit that has been ereated. I shoulil
not complain if the whole of the North-West
received as much sympathetic administration
as does any single electorate in the remain-
der of the State; but the North does not re-
ceive that at present.
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Were vou satisfied with
of the North between

Mr. Sampson:
the administration
1923 and 19307

Mr. COVERLEY : The member for Swan
{Mr. Sampson), when holding a responsible
position in a previous Ministry, was just as
hard to the North, and neglected it just as
badly as did other Ministers.

Mr. Sampson: The administration of the
North was not then a function of my office.

Mr. COVERLEY: The hon. member, at
any rate, was then Chief Secretary, control-
ling Harbour and Light, Fisheries, Aborig-
ines and State Shipping—in fact, all the de-
partments concerned with the North.

Mr. Sampson: Those departuients were
well administered.

Mr. COVERTLEY: The Governor's Speech
as presented to this House apologises for the
deficit by the fact that unemployment relief
and exchange together aecount for £1,264,054
out of a gross shortage of £1,557,806. All
members will agree that the Premier has
had to deal with a greater unempioyment
problem than any previons Western Aus-
tralian Premier—another record. While he
gives this House reasons why the deficit is
not greater than it aectually is, he forgets to
furnish any explanation why he hag not car-
ried ount his clectioneering promises of work
for all, no inerease in taxatien, and so forth.
Another matter to which the hon. gentleman
has refrained from alluding is the increased
revenue that he has secured through the hos-
pital tax, the increased stamp tax, and the
higher income tax, as well as through heav-
fer imposts in other directions. There is also
the inereased grant from the Commen-
wealth, The hospital tax, in fact, has bene-
fited the revenue to the extent of £198,720,

The Minister for Lands: You have
stretehed that a bit. The hospital tax pro-
duced only some £133,000 for the vear.

Mr. COVERLEY: Let me examine the
figures given by the Minister. Replving to
a question in this Chamber, the Minister for
Health stated that the Treasury received
£64,835 from hespital tax during 1931, and
£133,585 dering 1932; a total of £198720.

The Minister for Lands: Those figures
vover a vear and a half.

Mr. COVERLEY: Let us grant that the
peried covered is two years. Where did the
Government get the money from? Prior to
the introduction of the tax, it had to be found
from revenue. Yet the Minister stiill says
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that revenue has not henefited as the result
of the tax.

The Minister for Lands:
made any such statement.

Hon. A. MeCallam: Some of the Minis-
ters have.

The Minister for Lands: I bave stated that
the tax relieved the Treasury.

Hon. A. MeCallum: The Chief Secretary
made such a statement when in the North-
West.

Mr. COVERLEY: Is the Minister not yet
convineed that the Treasury benefited to the
extent of £198,7207

The Minister for Lands: Not in one year.

Mr. COVERLEY: Accurding to his own
fignres, the Treasurer in 1929 had to find
£67,125, and in 1930, which was prior to the
passing of the hospital tax, £68,146, or a
total for the two years of £135271. There
was an inereased return from the hospital
tax, over and above what was paid into
revenue, of £64,000. Apart from the figures
supplied by the Minister, there is another
£22,000 collected from the amusement tax,
and that added to the £198,720 gives us a
total of £220,270. The stamp tax contributed
a further £12,000, and the increased grant
from the Commonwealth of £200,000 extra
gives a total of £410,720,

The Minister for Lands: But the payment
of that extra £200,000 did not have effect
until after the figures you have quoted.

Mr. COVERLEY : The explanation by the
Government that the outlay on account ef
unemployment relief account was the largest
contributory faetor in the defieit is very
lame and sick when we deduct the £410,000
trom the £643,000. I was somewhat sur-
prised at the remarks of the member for
Gaszeoyne {Mr. Angelo). 1 agreed with him
in his pleadings to the Government to foster
overseas trade with the Near East, but 1
imagined he would not have allowed the de-
bate to close without entering his protest
against the unsvmpathetie, unfair and un-
just treatment meted out by the Government
lo the northern parts of the State. For the
benefit of the member for Gascoyne, I would
inform him that there is already a small
market available loeally for peaple along the
North-West coast who desire to produce
eggs, poultry and so forth. Apart from the
market available in the townships, the boats
trading along the coast will also furnish an
additional demand. That trade is not catered
for because under conditions that obtain at
present, it is impossible, except at Carnar-

I have never
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von, for any person who desires to embark
upon that business to get as mueh as five
acres of garden land along the eoast.
Within the last two vears [ know of several
applications made for garden areas in the
Onslow, Roebourne and Wyndham districts,
but each was refused.

The Minister for Agriculture: Were the
lots situated in the Aborigines’ reserve?

Mr. COVERLEY : No; the land formed
part of pasteral leases. As the Minister
may well know, as a spokesman for the
primary producers, a man desiving to secure
five or ten aeres of land on a pastoral lease
is regarded as a menace. Influence is brought
to bear that usually rvesults in the Govern-
ment refusing applications of that deserip-
tion, irrespective of what advantage might
accrue from the granting of them. 1 cer-
tainly protest against the Government’s un-
fair and unjust administration in the North.
I will instance the unemployment relief pro-
vided tfer people in the northern aveas.
Those unfortunates are sadly neglected in
my distriet. According to the statements
made to members during the course of the
debate, the Government kave spent £643,000
on nnemployment relief. 1 draw the atten-
tion of hon. members to the small amounts
spent in the northern portion of the State
during the last two vears. In the Gascoyne
district the magnificent sum of £464 was
spent; in Rocbourne, £320; in Pilbara,
£260, and in the Kimberley distriet, £1,250.
I wonder at any hon. member who represents
a northern constituency refraining from
adverse comment with regard to those
figures.

Mr. Angelo: But that 15 in respect only
of unemployment.

Mr. COVERLEY : It does not matter
whether it was spent on part time, fall fime
or sustenance work.

Mr. Angelo: The people in my district
have helped the nnemploved in addition to
that, sand do not lock only to the Govern-
ment for assistance.

Mr. Raphael: You must represent affluent
people.

Mr. Angelo: No; we want to be fair.

Mr, COVERLEY : So far, T have made no
reference to what the loeal anthorities have
done in relieving unemployment in the north-
ern paris of the State. T want to make it
gunite clear that theve is no seetion of the
eommunity higger-learted or more prepared
to help sympathetically those in need of
employment than the residents of the North-
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West. 1My protest is against the Government
for spending hundreds of thousands of
pounds in the southern parts of the State,
and being unprepared to spend more than
£460 in an electorate like Gascoyne.

My, Raphael: The Government are not
spending too much in the metropolitan area;
the “eockeys” are getiing the lot.

Mr. COVERLEY: In each of the north-
ern clectorafes, the residents are confronted
with what they regard as a big unemployed
problem, although infinitesimal ecompared
with that obtaining in the metropolitan eor
in centres more densely populated. The
position has hecome so acute in the pastoral
industry that those in control eannot pro-
ceed further with additional developmental
work, Thus, those who are out of work
have to depend on what ean be done for
them by the local road board or the Gov-
ernment, to tide them over an exeeedingly
crifical period. One wonld think that the
Government would at least take into con-
sideration the fact that the men I have in
wind have gone far away from eivilisation
in search of work., They have not loitered
around the metropolitan area. There must
be some good in a man who will go so far
away in an endeavour to procure work, and
that should secure for him sympathetic eon-
sideration when the Government are allo-
cating funds for relief works. I have griev-
anees to voice with regard to water smpply
and other matfers fo an extent greater than
should members whose constituents live in
the southern areas where the climatic con-
ditions and the rainfall combine to make
existence muech more pleasant. The Gov-
ernment’s programme of work for the cur-
rent year was published in the Press, and T
find that some of the allocations inelude the
following:—

Geraldton, £36,000; Goldfictds Water Supply,
branch mains, £115,000; Warocona, £500; Har-
vey, £61,000; Bridgetown, £2,000; Brookton,
£2,000: North DMlollerin, £2,500; Gabbiding
Rock, £5,000; Hollerton Tank, £2,500.

That expenditure, representing £171,500, i
provided for people who live in parts of the
State where it rains for nine months, and
then winter sets in! The Minister for Works
may sit in his seat and smile as much as he
likes; he may say that Hall’s Creek and
Broome are all right, and do not reguire
wafer supplies. We conld shift the smile
off the Minister's face if he could be in-
duced to pay a visit to the North-West
where he might have to put in some time at
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isolated places, without the possibility of
a drink.

Mr. Angelo: 1 do not think that would
be possible!

Mr. COVERLEY: I have made requests
lo the Government for paliry amounts like
£100 for water supplies in northern town-
ships. The Government should realise the
neeessity for work of that deseription. ¥
know that the Minister for Lands at least
realises the position. and if it were left tb
his diseretion, I know the money would he
made available. In view of my experience
of the Premier in his eapacity as Treasurer,
T am forced to blame him for the disabili-
ties that some of my constituents lahour
under at present with regard to water sup-
ply  requirements.  Serions  consideration
should he given to this question by the Gov-
crnment.,  Then again the water supplies
along the sfock rontes require attention. The
work of looking after the wells is suhbsi-
dised hy the Government, hut the money
made available is not safficient to en-
able the loeal authovities to effeet neces-
sary repairs. Most of the wells on
the stock route are timbered and on
aceount of drift sands and white ants
portions of the timbering fall in occasion-
allv,  Year after vear the loeal authorities
have to face expenditure for replacements,
and onr of the hoards have endeavoured to
replace the timber with cement, attendins
fo nne well a vear in the hope that at somne
future time the whole of the wells will be
Hined with eement. The Government eounld
at leazt spend a few extra pounds in assist-
ing operations in the northern parts of tha
State. The Government buildings sueh as
courthouses, schools, teachets’ quarters,
jetties and so on are in a state of disrepair;
in fact. all aetivities have ceased. If the in-
activity continues for any lengthy period,
the Minister will find, in the event of a de-
vision heing arrived at to commence opera-
tions onre more in the northerm areas. he
will he eonfronted with the necessity fo
spend mueh more money than would be re-
yuired if a few handreds of pounds were
spent annually on maintenance work. The
Yact thaf the Treasuver finds himself so short
of cash prohahly prompted the first attack
10 he made on the North-West. T hope my
suggestion will appeal to the Minister for
Works. One of his first actions was to
recall all the engineers from the North-West,
and at present there are no engineers there.
Adminisiration of that deseription hreeds
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dizeontent among the people in far distant
centres, particnlarly when they know that
not one engineer has been left in the North.
‘The Minister for Works, before making this
definite allocation of money, should take into
consideration those outposts of seftlement
and reinstate at least one engineer for the
North-West, and put at his disposal a few
pounds for maintenance work on public
bnildings and stock route wells. I hope the
AMlinister will also take into consideration the
other water supplies and see that at least
an equitable amount of money is made avail-
ahle for those supplies in the northern towns..
The Forests Department has on its pro-
gramme £13,000 for the relief of unemplayed
and £18,000 for reforestation, or a total
amount of £33,0600. But there is not a bob
for the protection of the sandalwood indus-
try in the North-West. We have up there
sandalwood of very special quality, so ex-
cellent that the Government saw fit to place
restrictions on the exportation of that wood
and reserve it for the purpose of distilla-
tion in Western Australia. Year after vear
many thonsands of sandalwood suekers there
are destroved by floods or fires, and I think
the Minister should consider the spending
of » few hundred pounds in the protection
of the industry. T want to remind the Min-
1ister for Forests, who is alse Minister for
Mines, that we have heard wvery little of
sustenance to prospectors in the North-West,
I am surprised at the attitude of the Gov-
ernment as a whole, and of the Minister for
Mines in particular. who has a very exten-
sive knowledge of the gold mining industry,
that he should he so little interested in the
prozpectinz for minerals. particularly eold,
in the North-West. For the gold mining in-
dustry is the onklvy industrv which at the
moment is increasing in value. As members
know, the price of gold has greatlv inereased,
while, judging from what we hear in this
Chamber, every other primary industry in
the State is in a parlous eondition.

The Minister for T.ands: That is the rea-
gson why they reqnire assistance.

Mr. COVERLEY: I do not ob-
jeet to members trvine to get assistance
for the industriee in which they are
interested. Buf while the nther primary
induetries have cone hack. the gold minins
industry alone has gone ahead, both as to
onantitv of 2nld won and az to the price of
that enld.

Mr. Marvshall: Tt i= the only produet far
whieh we ean find a ready market.
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Mr. COVERLEY: The Australian Gov-
ernment saw fit to send, at the expense of
the taxpayers, representatives all over the
world to try to find markets for our prim-
ary products, with the exception of gold.
We have in the Kimberleys probably bigger
possibilities from a gold mining point of
view than exist in the more closely settled
areas, Kimherley was the alma mater of
goldfields in Western Australia. Forty odi
vears ago there was a hurried prospect made
but, on account of the difficulties of trans-
port and the general isolation, the pros-
pectors had to leave that area for more con-
genial localities such as Kalgoorlie and Cool-
gardie. From that day onwards Kimberley
has never had a decent prospect made, buf,
only one or two hurried searches. Condi-
tions up there, of course, are very different
from those in the more settled areas; the
transport diffienlties are much greater and
food supplies cost much more. In conse-
quencee, the ordinary prospeetor who has
only a few pounds ecannot get sufficient food
supplies to last him in the field for any
lengthy period. He gets out 50 or 60 milss
from Hall’s Creek and runs shori of food
supplies, and so has to return to purchase
further supplies with the little gold he has
won while away. The Government could
do a lot worse than increase the assistance
to prospectors in the Hall’'s Creek district.
There are in that district a2 good few pros-
pectors hut, as T =ay, their trouble is that
they ean never get sufficient food snpplies
to permif of their remaining out in the fiel.l
for a usefully long period. I suggest (o the
Minister for Mines, who introduced assist-
ance for prospectors in that distriet, that he
should give them at least three months’ sus-
tenance in advance, so that they can stup
out in the field for threec months instead of
having to come back to the town at the end
of three weeks. There is one good thing
the Minister has done: Sustenance at the
rate of Ts. per week was conceded, but mem-
hers will realise that that was of little or no
value in the Hall’s Creek distriei. The Min-
ister did increase the amount by 3s., making
the susfenance allowanee 10s. per week. The
pity is that the Minister cannot give the
prospectors £1 per week, and pay them
three months in advance.

The Minister for Mines: How long is it
since you thought of that?

Mr. COVERLEY: Over two years ago,
when I wrote to vou shout it and received
your courteous reply.
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The Minister for Mines: You know we
are practically doing that to-day.

Mr. COVERLEY: I have not heard of
it in the North-West. There are two pro-
positions I would put up to the Minister,
one to increase the sustenance to £1 per
week, and the other that he should pay the
prospeetors three months in advance. I
the Minister will agree to grant those con-
egssions to the prospectors, to increase the
amount te £1 per week and to give them
three months in advance, I will have ne
more to say on the subject. The pastoral in-
dustry, like most other primary industries,
is in a parlous condition. However, I do
not intend to touch on that at any length,
because the Government have appointed an
advisory committee, and I am sure the
House will await with interest the outeoms
of that innovation, Personally, I think it
must at least result in some good being done.
There is one thing T should like the Govern-
ment, particularly the Minister for Works,
to take into consideration: I think the Miu-
ister may be introducing amendments to the
Traffiec Aet and the Road Districts Act dur-
ing the session. If that be his intention, I
should like him to consider the advisahility
of amending the Road Districts Act to the
end that the local authorities shall be per-
mitted to exempt certain leases from taxa-
tion under the Road Disiriets Act, or under
the Health Act, or both. I make that sug-
eestion for the reason that there are in Kim-
Lerley many pastoral areas not served by
any road, nok even by a proposed rond.
Nevertheless, the leases in those areas have
to pay road hoard rates and taxes and also
health rates. I eaunot imagine anything
more ridiculous than health vafes being
charged on leases 200 or 300 miles away
from a town., Again, there are along the
coast hetween Derby and Wyundham many
places, north of the Leopold Ranges, where
there is no road whatever, and all the trans-
port is by lugger to the Port George Mission
or to Broome,

The Minister for Lands: Are you in favour
of the abolitivn of the local anthorities up
there?

Mr. COVERLEY : No, not at all. T hope
that if the Minister should hring down an
amendment of the Road Distriets Act he will
keep in mind what I say and find some
means of permitting the local authorities to
grant cxemption to those people to whom
I have referred.
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The Minister for Works: The local au-
thorities have never made any request for
that.

Mr. COVERLEY : That does not make it
wrong that the request should now he made.
The road boards are there to colleet as much
in rates and taxes as they ecan, but it is not
right to impose those taxes on peopit =it-
nated along the coast hetween Derby and
Wyndham. There are many people up
there, pastoralists, who seldom use any road,
and settlers who are growing peanuts along
the coast and never touch a road at all, hut
go by lugger to Broome. As a matter of
faet, there are no roads to their properties.
Yet one of them, Mr. Merry, pays road
board rates te the Wyndham Road Board,
while the only port at whick he does bus-
iness it Broome. Why he should have to
pay road rates and health rates to the Wynd-
ham Road Board is beyond my understand-
ing. It is little wonder that no road hoard
has applied to the Minister for permission
to grant exemption from taxation, because
that would mean a loss of revenue to the
board.

Mr. Marshall: They are not likely to ask
the Minister, but it is our jobh to see thai
it is done.

Mr. COVERLEY : I guarantee thev would
not.

The Minister for Works: The road board+
have just held a conference.

Mr. COVERLEY: But what representa-
tion would Wyndham have there?

AMr. Marshall: The Act should be amendec
to give the ratepavers some say.

Mr. COVERLEY : I have perused the -
port of the Royal Commission on pleuro-
pneumonia. I understand the position fairly
well and I have diseussed the matter wtilt
the Minister controlling the department. On
the evidence taken by the Royal Commis-
sion T must support the Minister's restric-
tions so far as thex have gone, but I would
like the Minister to give some indication
of what the departinent intend to do to
assist the people who are being severely
hampered by the restrictions. I do not
snppose the department intend to impose
such restrietions without offering some
alternative. Ts anvthing being done to
assist the people to overcome the difficul-
tiesties by which they ave beset? On hehalf
of the people of the North 1 wish to thank
the Jinister for Lands for having visited
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that part of the State and for the considera-
tion he has given us sinec his wvisit. The
people in those outback districts ean get no
redress for their grievances. They have
received such little attention, particularly
from the present Government, that they ap-
preciate the visits of the Minister for Lands
and the Chief Secretary.

Me. Raphael: They had a good holiday
out of it.

Mr, COVERLEY: I appeal to the Minis-
ter for Lands to use his influence with the
Premier and his colleagues to secure a re-
allocation of the money to be expended and
earmark a few fhousand pounds for water
supplies and other necessary works in the
North,

MR. RAPHAEL (Victoria Park) [5.18]:
I should like all members of this Honse to
range themselves behind the Labour Party
in protesting against the attack by the Fed-
eral Government on aold age pensions. It
behoves the people of Western Australia and
of Australia to voice the strongest possible
protest against this degrading attempt by
the Federal Government, led by the Labour
rat, Lyons, to rob the old people—people
who cannot defend themselves—of the few
paltey shillings granted them by way of
pensions. Many things have been done by
the present so-called Nationalist Govern-
ment, but this is the worst thing they eould
have done. I am opposed to any reduction
of salaries or emoluments, becanse I am
firmly of opinion that action of that kind
will not get the country out of its difficulties.
The Federal Government are going to rob
the old men and women of 14 per cent. of
the amount allotted to them, and while they
talk a lot about equality of sacrifice, they
are going to reduce their own allowances by
only five per cent. This is a filthy act on the
part of the Federal Government and I hope
it will rebound on the head of the man who
suggested it. The Federa]l Government also
propose the abolition of the gold bonus. I
am with my leader in objecting to the grab-
bing propensities of the Commonwealth. If
that sort of thing is going to continue and
if there is going to be no redress, the sconer
we get out of Federation, the hetter. I am
not a seeessionist, but I am satisfied that
Western Australia is not getting the fair
deal to which it is entitled. The gold bonus
has been in operation for only a short period
and the suggesiion that it should be cut out,
while the sugar ramp, the greatest disgrace
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ever perpetrated, continues, should evoke the
strongest possible protest. My electorate,
though small in area, has quality to com-
mend it. Its wants are few, but they have
been unheeded by the Government., The
Minister for Works has evidently realised
the mistake he made on faking office in stop-
ping the reclamation works at the Canseway.
The great scheme initiated by the member
for South Fremantle in conjunetion with
My, Stileman, would have been of immense
benefit, not only to Victoria Park, but to the
whole State. The widening of the Causeway
would have provided efficient means of in-
gress to and egress from the city. We are
frequently reminded that times are had, but
the Minister eould have curtailed expendi-
ture and continued operations on a smaller
scale, instead of wasting the money already
spent by stopping the work. T am of opinion
that the Minister did not appreciate the need
for a new causeway. 1 cannot understand
why the Perth City Council, who were con-
tributing £1,000 a year to the scheme, should
have been told to keep their money. Evi-
dently the Minister took the view that be-
cause the Labour Party had started the work,
he would finish it and finish it quickly. The
delay by the GGovernment in extending the
Victoria Park tramline has been the cause of
many aceidents. Ministers, both Labour and
Nationalist, have admitted to deputations
for vears past that not only considerations
of safety, but the needs of the people de-
manded that the line should he extended.
The opportunity for undertaking the exten-
sion wasg never more favourable. The Gov-
ernment have Inbour to burn, All that they
would have to provide are the rails, and I
feel sure that they eould find the money for
that purpose. The member for Williams-
Narvogin (Mr. Doney) gave the House the
other night his remedy for our diffienlties. T
understood him to say that if we allowed
the goods required b¥ the cockies to he im-
ported duty free, and if we capitalised their
liabilities, we would be taking a long step
towards overcoming our difficnlties. I ex-
pected the hon. memher to suggest also a
revaluation of workers’ homes and a eapital-
isation of their liabilities. If concessions of
the kind are given to one section of the com-
munity, they should be given to other sec-
tions. If the hon. member had suggested a
writing down of the workers’ liabilities, as
well as of the farmers’ liahilities, his remarks
would have contained some sense and would
have Manifested sincerity. Last vear the
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Government remitted the payment of land
tax by farmers, but at the same time they
have played a little trick on workers by re-
valuing their land. During the last three
months the unimproved value of land in Vie-
toria Park has been incrensed 100 per cent.

The Minister for Lands: Too many sales
have been effected.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Practieally no sales of
Jand have been effected during the last 12
months. If any sales have taken place,
prices have shown a drop of 50 per ¢ent.
It is quite wrong for the Government to
increase valuations by 100 per cent. in times
like the present. We are told that the land
had not been revalued for seven years, but
the valuations on which people are being
taxed represent those of peak years. Peo-
ple shonld not be burdened with higher tax-
ation of this kind in such a eritieal time. [
appreciate that Country Party membhers pro-
hably dominated the Government and in-
sisted on the abolition of the land tax paid
by farmers, but the tax has now been tacked
on to the workers, who have fo pay the
piper. I wish to bring under the notice of
the Alinister for Works an instance of
negleet by one of his departments. Recently
I asked him a question regarding the appli-
eation of the factories legislation to certain
furmiture and woodwork factories in the
metropolitan area. One of those establish-
ments is located praetically opposite my
place of business, and I can say that the
Act is not being administered hy the officials
as it should be. The workmen are almost
choked with dust, but the faectories inspec-
tors, in making their visits, simply go nto
the office, talk to the boss for five minutes,
and then are satisfied that the men are get-
ting a fair deal. Seeing that I brought the
matter under the notice of the Minister by
way of a guestion in the House, he should
have ensured that the inspeetors did their
duty and administered the Act. I hope that
it will not be necessary to reiterate my com-
plaint, but that the Minister will attend to
the job he is paid to do. I wish to say a
few words in support of the remarks by the
member for Leederville (Mr, Panton). It
ic not often that he brings forward anything
with which [ agree, I wish to refer to the
despicable action of a city councillor in
spending money made available through the
Lord Mayor’s Fund to further his own poli-
tical aims and gains.

Mr. Patrick: We have had all that.
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Mr. RAPHAEL: The hon. member ean
now have some more. The ex-Lord Mayor
of Perth formed these different committees,
and stipulated that only councillors should
receive the money for distribution amongst
the relief committees. The particular coun-
cillor referred to by the member for Leeder-
ville has been procuring money from the
fund, and expending it to further his own
ends, I hope the Minister in charge of un-
employment will bear in mind the complaint
that has been made, and will use such in-
fiuence as he bas to bring about co-ordina-
tion between the Government department
concerned and these relief committees,

The Minister for Lands: You got your re-
lief money to spend.

Mr. RAPHAEL: T am supporting the
remarks of the member for Leederville.

The Minister for Lands: What are vou
going to do ahout yours?

Mr. RAPHAEL: Ows is all right. I
hope the Minister will see whether something
can be done to put the Leederville relief
committee on a proper basis,

The Minister for Lands: T will ask him to
start with the Vietoria Park committee.

Mr. RAPHAEL: That is quite in order.

The Minister for Lands: Only Leederville
is wrong.

Mr. RAPHAEL: T should like to refer
to an oversicht on the part of the Minister
for Health and to his lack of kindness of
heart. The Labour Government, realising
that there were many children whose parents
were in indigent circumstances and could not
afford to have their youngsters’ teeth attended
to by private dentists, decided to start a
dental clinie, and by that means make people
understand that teeth constituted one of the
main causes of ill-health in children. In
pursuance of that idea thev ereated a dental
clinic to provide for the care of children’s
teeth. TIn 1926 the Government began this
work hy appointing a dental practitioner,
and two vears later two more dentists werc
added to the clinie. Dauring the three

vears that the present Government
have been in office, nothing whatever
has been done to further this very

necessary undertaking. The three dentists
who are now on the staff have the teeth of
thousands of State school children to attend
to, and also attend orphanages, the OIld

Men’s Home, the Hospital fer Insane, and.

How can they possibly
The

other institutions.
be expested to cover so much ground?
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Minister should at once create additional
members to the dental staff.

The Minister for Lands: I eannot create
them.

Mr. RAPHAEL: The Minister could not
create anything, His mind would not allow
him to do so. I hope, however, he will em-
ploy other dentists so that this work may
cover a more comprehensive sphere.

The Minister for Lands: That is better.

Mr. RAPHAFEL: Children bhetween the
ages of six and eight are ut present treated
free. Teeth do not usually finish erupting
until a child is 11 or 12 years of age, and
sometimes the teeth are noi through until
the child reaches the age of 13 vears, [
hope the Government will realise the serious-
ness of the position, and will give special
attention to the matter at an early date. The
Dental Act has not bheen amended for ten
yvears. I hope in the near future some effort
will he made to remove the anomalies that
exist in it. In order to practice, dentists
are forced to pay £2 2s. a vear as registra-
tion fee. If a man has not paid this money
to the Dental Board by the 31st Janunary in
each year, he is wiped off the list as a regis-
tered practitioner. A man can be fined so
much for each month his payment is over-
due, and the total amount of the fine may
run into a considerahle sam. The hoard have
a credit balance of over £1,400. If this
money were being used for some useful pur-
pose, such as to subsidise the Dental Hos-
pital, T should have no objection to the ac-
cumulation of this fund, but it is wrong that
all that money should be allowed to lie idle
when so mnch requires to be done. T he-
lieve the Dental Hospital is doing good work,
but the Government have interfered with it
by reducing the amount of the subsidy.

The Minister for Lands: Now then, vou
had hetter be eareful.

Mr. RAPHAEL: The snbsidy was cut
down by 20 per cent. when the Financial
Emergency Act came into foree.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Who put the Act into
operafion?

Mr. RAPHAEL: The present Covern-
ment. I have been told that it was the At-
torney General’s Act. The Government were
granting a subsidy of £900 a year, but ae-
cording to newspaper reports they found
it necessary to reduce the emoluments that
were heing paid. and the institution aceord-
ingly suffered the 20 per cent. reduction.
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No doubt many institutions exist which
should he assisted by the State, but this
particular one is the most important and
one most deserving of support.

The Minister for Lands: Are you speak-
ing on its behalf this afternoon?

Mr. RAPHAEL: I cannot help it if the
Minister’s mentality will not allow him to
understand on whose hehalf I am speaking.
Many people cannot afford to pay for dental
attention. Owing to the lack of funds, the
Dental Hospital now has to charge more
tban the patients can afford to pay. It is
wrong to cut down the subsidy and deprive
people of the help they should be geiting.
I wish also to refer to what I would eall the
Ottawa farce. We on this side of the House
appreciate the good work that was done in
some instances by the Scullin Government.
We know that the adverse frade balance of
£32,000,000 was within a short time con-
verted into a favourable Dbalance of
£30,000,000. This was a gigantic effort on
the part of the Scullin Administration, and
worthy of our commendation. Tt was the
Bruce Administration that put us in our
present position, through over-borrowing and
unwise expenditure. We are now told that
Mr. Bruce, who got us into this terrible mess,
will get us out of it again. We hear that
Australia is going to receive a preference of
3d. a bushel on wheat. What price shall
we have to pay for that? Tf Russia resumes
her dumping tactics, what shall we get out
of it? What is this small preference going
to cost us in the matter of our trade bhal-
ance? I wish to say a little with regard to
the Frankland River dispute, and the rotten
deal the Government have meted out to the
men. I first got into touch with these work-
ers at a deputation which came to this
Hounse, with a view to secing whether the
conditions could not be altered at Frankland
River and Mt. Barker. Unfortunately, there
is no Cahinet Minister controlling unem-
ployment only. If our-wishes had heen
eranted, and a Minister appointed to deal
with unemployment, men would not be bheg-
ging for food to-day. When the men first
went to the job, they were offered £2 a
week for clearing. After a certain amount
of agitation on iheir part, the officers in
control decided that £2 was not sufficient,
and they raised the figure fo £6 10s. an
aere. Some of the men who went to this
job could not have made a living if the rate
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had been £60 an acre. I wish to quote the
case of a retnrned Tmperial soldier. His
shoulder had been shattered, his jaw had
been shattered, he suffered from malaria,
and hod to walk 47 miles in sandshoes. He
was no more fit to clear eountry than he
was to chep firewood. To send a man of
that type down there and teill him he has
to earn the money that the Government de-
cide to pay, or starve, is something damn-
able, That man was no more fit to do work
of the kind that was expeeted of him than
perbaps the Minister himself. As a matter
of fact it would have done the Minister a
lot of good to change places with that man
for a week or two, The Minister would
then have appreciated what .the men of
Frankland River were going throngh. The
price charged the men down there for food
is much above ecity rates.

The Minister for Lands:
cost them per week?

What does it

Mr. RAPHAEL: I will quote a few
prices. Eggs, 1s. 3d. a dozen.

My. Sampson; That’s cheap.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Cheap all right for

the hon, member who receives £10 16s. a
week but not cheap for men getting 25s. a
week. DBread, 4d. a leaf; we pay 3d. for it
here.

The Minister for Lands:

Mr, RAPHAREL:
sort; I pay 3d.

The Minister for Lands: Mi. Barker
is recognised as one of the cheapest places
in the Sfate in which to live.

Mr, RAPHAEL:  Then the Minister
thinks that by sending these men away he
is acteally sending them to where they
will be on a good wicket. The men had to
huy food under votten conditions.

The Minister for Lands: Let us have
some more of the prices that they had to
pay.

Mr. RAPHAEL: The Minister car go
through the whole list if he likes; T have
the list here. Cheese, 1s. a lb. How much
do we pay for it in Perth?

The Minister for Lands: WNot less than
that.

Mr. RAPHATEL: The Minister’s men-
tality is low to-day; he is trying to be
witty at the expense of the downirodden,
Those men got into eommunication with
the Minister, and he did not have the cour-
tesy to reply to their telegram. If he had
adopted the right attitude and got into

You pay 4d.
I do nothing of the
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iouch with the men, they would not be in the
city streets to-day begging for food. The
Government have not the people behind
them in their attitude towards the unem-
ployed. I have been in touch with many
of these unfortunate men, and I have been
to two of their meetings, and I ean de-
finitely say that they are not heing led by
Communists, It is the men themselves who
are fighting for a livelihood. They are
men who fought for their country, and
they would be poor old things if they did
not fight for betier conditions than those
offered by the Government. There is not
much more that T want to say. -

The Minister for Agriculture:
not much that you have said.

Mr. RAPHAEL: T have said more than
the Minister has ever said in this House—
the most silent Minister we have had or
ever will have here. I appreciate what the
Attorney General has done for the school
at Vietoria Park, and | thank him.

The Minister for Lands: You did not
say that when speaking on the Supply
Bill.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Since that debate the
Minister has actually done what he had
promised to do.

The Minister for Lands: As a matter
of fact tenders were being called when vou
were speaking on the Supply Bili.

Mr. Marshall: Who is making this
speech?

Mr. RAPHAEL: [ thank the \ttorney
General, and I hope the Minister for Health
will do his share by acceding to the regnest
for dental attention at the same school.

There is

MR. MILLINGTON (Mt. Hawthorn!}
[5.53]: This, the second and final session
of the fourteenth Parliament, is stripped
for action. There is a restiveness on the
part of Ministers who are not prepared tc
give any information in reply to eriticism
levelled at them. They have heen let off
lightly during the past year or two, but
during the present session they cannot ex-
pect to escape the critieism that they de-
serve. Personally I was not elected as an
apologist for the Government, and T do not
intend to congratulate them on their remiss.
ness. It is the business of the Opposition,
when the Government are remiss, to call
attention to the faet. Consequently during
the present session we shall only be doing
our duty to the country if we direct atten-

tion to their neglect in many divections.
There appears to be an idea at the back of
the minds of some members of the Govern-
ment thal we are criticising them as indi-
viduals and not as Ministers. I might quote
a suitable illustration by a tradesman who
said, “Tell a man he is a good fellow pe:-
sonally, but that if he were a had tradesman
he would get the zaek all the same.” We
can say to the Government, “We have no-
fhing against the Ministers az individuals:
our eomplaint is that they are bad trades-
men, that they have not done the job they
have undertaken.” All (he criticism that
has been offered in vespect of the promises
the Government made has met with the reply.
“What would you have done?  That is
rather a negative attitude to he adopted by
nen who have undertaken a jobh and who
themselves set the terms of the contraet.
The Government made a promise to the
people of the State and immediately we en-
deavour te hold them to that promise they
consider it a complete veply when they say
“What did you do in 1920%" Ti seems to
tne that the opinions of the Minister for
Railways have permeated those of all his
colleagues. As far back as 1911, when he
was Premier, and the late Frank Wilson
vffered some criticism of the then Leader of
the Government, Mr. Scaddan’s complete
reply was. “What did youn do in 19077 He
did not then attempt to justifyv his position,
and to-day when his atfention is ealled to
the laxity of the present Governmment in re-
spect of a particular question, we get the
reply, “Why did yon not do it in 19209
The answer to that is that the conditions to-
day are entirely different from what they
were hefore the present Government toou
office, and what was quite a permissible
policy, that would then have heen approved
by the people of the State, will certainly not
apply in this vear, 1932, With respeet to
promises, the Government have given us a
zood lead. If seems fo we that if you make
promises that it is possible to carry out, the
prople will hold you to them, and all that
the Government have to do when facing the
country is to make promises that are in-
capable of being carried out and then when
challenged merely point out that it was im-
possible to fulfil them. The record of pro-
mises of employment is so ridienlous that
the Government do not even remember the
definite promises they made. With regard
to the Governor’s Speech, we find at the tail
end of it what appears to he a speculative
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matter—the reference to “Elections.”” The
member for Nelson (M. J. H. Smith) bhad
something to say about it the other evening,
and other members on the Government side
lave made ecertain declarations in respect
of the Government’s policy—and I do not
know whether we can consider those
declarations to be official-—that there is 1o
be introduced a Redistribution of Seats
Bill.  According to the member for Nelson
2 Redistribution Bill is warranted, and
greater representation should be given to the
country and less to the metropolitan arex.
I do not know whether the Government ad-
here to that view as expressed by the mem-
her for Nelson. I do not know whether that
view is official, whether it has been gleaned
at party meetings, whether the hon. member
is breaking the news to the Western Aus-
tralian people in order to relieve the Govern-
nment of the responsibility. It means, T sap-
pose, that later the Government will deelare
that pressure has been brought to bear upon
them by dissatisfied residents of the country
districts. Criticisms and suggestions have
been offered with regard to this Parliament,
but for that matter they apply to previous
Parliaments. It is urged that there should
be a reduction of members, If there is any
public demand for electoral legislation, it
applies not so muech to redistribution of
seats as to reduction of members. People
declare that there are too many members.
The snggestion from the couniry distriets
is not that there should be reduction of
members generally, but that there should be
reduction in the number of members repre-
senting the metropolitan area. It is well
that we should see where we are. At pre-
sent, I assume, we consider this to be a
democratic country.

Mr, Marshall: What?

Mr. MILLINGTON: A democratic coun-
try, 1 repeat. The present parliamentary
representation, however, is democracy with
variations, The idea that every vote should
have the same value does not obtain in West-
ern Australin. 1 agree that our enormous
area has practically everything to de with
the wvariations which have taken place in
representation. In the metropolitan area
there ave constituencies on a representation
basis of 6,000 electors; in the agriculbural
districts the basis is 4,000, and in the mining
and pastoral distriets only 2,000. As regards
the North-West we do not trouble ahout any
quota at all, We simply say, “There is that
vast area; somehow it has been allotted four
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seats; let it remain so.” The last Redistri-
bution of Seats Act left the North un-
touched. Although the democratic principle
pervades our electoral law, the fact remains
that we have agreed to these variations, I
am wondering whether there is in the world
any other country with a democratic system
of representation and yet with variations
of such great extent. I am wondering
whether the variations in Western Australia
have simply arizen as the result of local con-
ditions. This State having got away from
the democratic principle that each vote
should have the same value, now, it seems,
there is to be a further encroachment on the
representation of the metropolitan area. That
thickly populated portion of the State is to
have a decreased representation, and the
difference is fo be given to the country dis-
triets, whieh from n demoecratic point of
view ure alveady over-represented. When
people say, as they do say, that there is no
Justification for 50 members in this Assem-
bly, the reason is not far to seek. That
position of affairs springs from the enor-
mous territory of Western Australia. The
metropolitan arvea, having half the popula-
tion of the State, is given 17 members out of
a totnl of 50. Roughly, one-third of the
members here vepresent half of the people,
and two-thirds represent the other half. Such
a. concession to country distriets I regard as
unprecedented. I krow of no other country
where sueh quotas as ours are the express
law of the land. The coneession having been
given, those who have been granted this de-
parture from democratie brinciple have now
determined that more should be asked from
those who have acted so genercusly. I shall
resist any sueh proposal,

The Minister for Works: What about
waiting until you are asked to agree to it?

Mr. MILLINGTON: Not one Minister
has corrected the statements made on this
subjeet by the member for Nelson, With
the exception of the Premier, not one Min-
ister has vet spoken on the Address-in-reply.
Therefore we have to try to imagine what
is in the minds of Ministers, When a defi-
nite statement of poliey, such as it is, has
been made, and the word “Elections” ap-
pears in the Governor's Speech, arc not we
entitled te ask what is the meaning of those
things? In anticipation T say to advocates
inside and outside this House of re-alloen-
tion of members, and also to advoeates of
redunction of the present memberskip, that
vnder a really demaoeratie system the fact of



[1 Serremper, 1932.]

17 members representing half the population,
namely the population of the metropolitan
area, would mean, on that quota, a total
membership of 33 for the entire State of
Western Australia, Therefore | consider
that those who received generous concessions
under the last Redistribution of Seats Act
should rest well conteni with consideration
being given to the effect of distance from
seat of government, areas of clectorates, and
such diffienlties 25 long ov difficult transport
to the metropoliton avea.

The Minister For Waorks: All those mat-
ters were taken into consideration.

Mre, MILLINGTON: Yes. I am not aware
that any member of the QOpposition of that
period fook servious objection Lo the ex-
tremely fair rvedistribution proposed by the
last Government.

The Minister for Works: We vpposed it.

Mr. MILLINGTON: The then Leader
of the Opposition, the present Premier,
aceepted it with open arms,

The Minister for Works: The Country

Party opposed it.

My, MILLINGTON: Here we find a sec-
tion of the Government, the Country Purty
section, <dissenling. Whereas the present
Premier was prepared at the time to take
a fair view, we now find that the Country
Party section of the (dovernment is making
certain demands. Tt is said that exception
was taken by the Country Party to the last
redistribution. I venture to say that the last
Redistribution of Seats Bill is ihe only
measure of the kind ever passed, in any
State, without the word “gerrymandering”
being used.

Ar. Brown: If yvou represented a country
distriet, you would not speak like that.

Mr. MILLINGTOX: There was at the
time no suoggestion that the basis proposed
was unfair, or that the quetas propesed were
unjust to any section of the community.

The Minister for Works: It was very un-
fair that the Labour Party should have four
members for pocket horoughs.

Mr. MILLINGTON : [ now ~ee that there
is something hehind the word “Eleetions” in
the Governor’s Speech.

The Minister for Works:
imagination.

Mr. MILLINGTON: The Western Aus-
tralian people had better wake up. Nation-
alist membhers on the other side of the
Chamber had hetter discover whether fhe
people in the metropolitan area do not con-
sider that alrcady they have heen over-

That is your
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generous regarding quotas for electorates.
The last Redistribution of Seats Act declares
that if a man lives far away from the metro-
polifan area, his vote is of more value than
the vote of a resident of the metropolitan
area. [f the Government really desire to
deal with clectoral anomalies, I refer them
to a glaring anomaly. In connection with
the last redistributien Bill there were many
sobs over the disparity between the numbers
of voters in ecrtain electerates. T have net
seen any complaint i the Press ¢oncerning
what T wm about to state, but the fact re-
mains that in the Metropolitan-Suburhan
Proviniee of the Council there are 27,000
voters on the rofl, whereas for the XNorth
Provinee there are 600 or 700—1I have not
the exact figures available at the moment.
Those 600 or 700 voters elect three members
of the Legislative Couneil, and the 27,000
voters also elect three members. [t has not
been suggested by the Government that the
word “Elections” in the Governor’s Speech
has any reference to that glaring anomaly.
PProbably the Country Party are not inter-
ested or concerned to know that GO0 or 70O
voters in & ecountry district have as much
rower as 27,000 voters in the metropolitan
area. I do not know whether there is to be
a contest of country intevests against town
interests. I do not know that there ought
to be such a contest. Buat we have to bear
in mind that all laws enacted hy Parliament
apply also to the people in the metropolitan
area. If questions of taxation arise and
there is a preponderating vote representing
country interests, naturally the city people
will know that certain intevests are over-
represented in Parliament, and that city
people will have to depend not on voting
strength but on the generosity of those whose
view is that even under existing corMitions
the country distriets are under-represented.
I agree that from the point of view of diffi-
culty of transport and as regards making
known the requirements of a distriet, eoun-
try residents should have fuller representa-
tion than ecity dwellers. In the Common-
wealth Parliament that diffieulty 15 overcome
by gpecial representation. The Federal Par-
liament includes a member speeially looking
after country interests—I vefer to the repre-
sentative of the Northern Territory. I have
not much complaint to make as to the
present representation; but if the existing
disparity is to be accentuated, if the pro-
posal is to make representation still more
anomalons by getting away from the prin-
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ciple Iaid down in the existing law, I shall
take strong exception. And so, 1 helieve,
will the people of the metropolitan area. If
any attempt is made to tinker with existing
quotas, something will be said as to the
representation of the metropolitan area.

My, Marshall: Talk about secession from
the Commonwealth! The goldfields and the
North-West should secede from this State.
We never did get a fair deal.

Mr. Brown: You would lose your job.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. MILIANGTON: I was discussing
what might be involved in the word ‘‘Elce-
tions’* in the Governor’s Speech, and
pointed out that although we had agreed
to a variation of democratic principles, wo
did not desire to go to the extent of creat-
ing a caricature of democracy. Apparently
that is what members, particularly those
associated with the Country Party, desire.
An attempt has been made to show that
metropolitan and other interests are an-
tagonistic. They are not, and conntry dis-
tricts have been given a particularly fair
. deal. In addition, I would point cut to
members of the Country Party that in re-
spect of representation, they have eight or
nine members on the floor of the House—
we are never quite sure just how many—out
of a total membership of 50, and half the
portfolios in the Ministry.

Hon. P. Collier: More than half.

Alr. MILLINGTON: Yes, they have now
four-sevenths. When they suggest a varia-
tion in favour of the country distriets, they
should bear in mind that with their eom-
paratively insignificant numerical represen-
tation gn the floor of the House, they al-
ready have sufficient power to confrol the
Government, if T may be permiited to put
it that way. In addition, they have sue-
cested inereased representation for coun-
try districts, to be provided at the expense
of metropolitan electors. They suggested
that wavs and means could be adopted to
secure additional representation at the ex-
pense of distriets just as entitled to repre-
sentation as the farming areas. It must
be remembered that the disiricis they re-
present arve not the only country distriets
in Western Australiz. In faet, some of the
seats held by Country Party members are
for electorates comparatively close to the
city--merely suburban constituencies. |
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would instance Swan. I assume from in-
terjections by Ministers, and it is merely
by way of interjection that we can get any
indieation of the Government’s policy

The Minister for Works: Surely you
would not regard an interjection as an in-
dication of Government policy.

Mr. MILLINGTON: From those inter-
Jections, I asume that reference was made
to the representation of goldfields pastoral
distriets. If that was the intention, their
policy, under this heading, appears to be,
in the minds of Country Party members,
largely a matter of geography. If it suits
them, they base their demands on the seore
of distance from the seat of Government.
If that does not suit them, they discover
some other factor upon which to hase their
claims. Had there been a straight out de-
claration of policy, such as we are entitled
to expeet in the Governor’s Speech, we
would know exactly where we were. In the
absence of some such specifie declaration,
we are required to discover what is in the
minds of Ministers, There is no indieation
in the Speech itself. It is true that it re-
presents a species of stocktaking and all
industries are referred to, but all that it
amounts to is that extroets have been taken
from departmental officers’ reports. Thers-
fore, those references are comparatively
unimportant, althongh they deal with im-
portant matters. They do not suggest any-
thing regarding the poliey of the Govern-
ment, nor have we any sueh indieation
until we come to the paragraph relating to
legislation. All the information we are
given under that heading is that we will
give consideration to measures dealing with
the re-enactinent of emergency legislation,
bulk handling, transport, whatever that
may mean, control of lotteries, modification
of imprisonment for debt and, lastly, that
eryptic word ‘‘eleetions.”” T shall leave it
at that. T assume that someone in authority
other than the member for Nelson (Mr.
J. H. Smith), will tell us what that word
means and that, other than by interjeetions,
Ministers will have something to say re-
garding the poliey of the Government.
Surely thev are not ashamed of their
policy and can tell us what is meant re-
garding the reference to “elections.” I
do not think it fair to His Excelleney the
Tientenant Governor, to include in his
Speech, crossword puzzles such as T have
referred to. He is entitled to be asked fo
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read a straightforward declaration of policy
and should not be called upon to include in-
uendoes, such as appear in the Speech this
year. Bince we have fo indulge 1n guess-
work to aseertain what is to be done respect-
ing matters of importance to the State, it is
necessury to draw attention to the phases
1 have dealt with. Because in certain quar-
ters there has been what may be regarded
as # demand for a reconstruction of the
State Constitution with regard to  Parlia-
mentary representation, it would simplify
matters and satisfy the public if we had a
straightforward declaration of Govermment
peliey. In view of that demand, it might be
of advantage to remember what has hap-
pened in Queensland, which is rather un
up-to-date State, unafraid of moving with
the times. In that State the Legislative
Council was abolished as the first move. In
view of the demands in the present times of
stress, we have decided to do away with frill
and in Queensland, bearing that in mind,
they elected the Smith Government. What
better would hon. members desire than that?
They did away with the enormous and un-
necessary Upper House--—

The Minister for Works: What did the
electors say when the referendnm was held?

Mr. MILLINGTOX: The electors saw fit
to re-elect a party that did away with the
Legislative Council,

The Minister for Works: But what did the
electars say when the referendum was taken?
You talk about democracy. The people de-
sived to retain the Council, hut a democratic
Govermment did away with it.

Mr. MILLINGTOXN : It has been asserted
that everything done in this House is in-
fluenced by the view that would be taken of
the legislation by the Legislative Couneil,
and that we are largely governed in our
actions by what may take plaee in the
Upper Chamber. T do not think that is 6.
Governments and members of Parliament in
this State are not concerned so much with
what may be done in another place as they
are influenced by the fact that Governments
and membhers alike are respensible for their
own actions. That is the safeguard the
people have, and what greater safeguard
conld he desired? The people have the right
{c clect members and those who appoint a
Government are directly responsihle to the
people themselves. Tt is not due to the fact
that we have a Legizlative Conneil that
the Lower House acts a= has been snggested.
It is not due to the fact that the Legislative
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Couneil is supposed to safeguard the people
against hasty or unwise legislation. but to
the fact that we are a responsible Chamber
and that we have a responsible Government.
The aspect of responsibility to the electors
is the only check that is pecessary, and that
is why the hi-cameral system is quite un-
necessary in this State. 1f the people desire
to go on paying for iwo Houses of Parlia-
ment in Western Australia and tyo Houses
in the Federal political arena, well and good.
As 1o the suggestion that there should be a
decreazsed number of members to do away
with present evils said to he associated with
Giovernments and legislation under existing
vonditions, the slight difference in expendi-
ture involved wounld be of no consequence
at all. I believe there is greater safety for
the people in the number of members we
have to-day, namely, 30, The nced for that
number in Western Australia is doe entirely
to the fact that the country districts have
twice the representation that we have for
city interests. T am glad that the Premier

-is’ present becaunse I Dbelieve we shall now

have some interpretation placed upon that
mystic word “elections.”

The Premier: All in good time.

Mr. MILLINGTON: [ would repeat the
Premier's words, if it were not for the fact
that Government supporters have been
throwing out dark hints. In the circum-
stances, it will make for the peace of mind
of membeps—-

The Premier: You do not scem very dis-
turbed.

My, MILLINGTON: Since the Govern-
ment scem anxious that we shall not give
any offence to anyone in the eriticism we
lave to make, they should take ws fully into
their confidence, and 1 believe the Premier
will do so at the first opportunity.

The I'remier: T cannot dn so until you
sit down,

M MILLINGTON : 1f 1 thought the Pre-
mier would make a declaration of policy on
these matters, I would sit down at once.

The Premier: Try it. ]

Mr, MILLINGTOXN: T have an idea that
the Premier has alreadv made all the de-
clarations he intends te make on the Ad-
dress-in-reply and, in the circumstances, T
had better continue my pursuit of know-
ledze, under difficulties.

The Premier: You do not seem to he sup-
plied with vour usual material,

Mr. MILLINGTOXN: Xo, that is the diffi-
culty, There is certainly need for imagina-
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tion in dealing with the Governor's Speech
this year.

The Premier: That applies to much in
this world.

Mr, MILLINGTON: Usnally Speeches de-
livered by the Governor at the dpening of
Parliament are most explicit. In the latest
instane: the Government bave been most
careful and dizcreet in their pronouncements.
I do not propose to speak at any great length
regarding Government departments, but I
shall deal with one or two, particularly with
otie branch conlroiied by the Child Welfare
Deparumeni. The other day T asked a ques-
tion as to the policy of the Government
respeeting hoy migranis going to the Fair-
bridge Farm School. Tn normal times, when
migration was the settled policy we did sub-
sidise the Fairbridge Farm School, but the
position is now entirvely altered and, instead
of wanting population, we would rather
favour au emigration policy.

The Premier: You snhsidised the school
when in control. ’

Mr. MILLINGTON: That is so, but it is
no excuse for the Government to point to
what happened vears ago, when things were
prosperous. Does the Premier suggest that
the present conditions are similar to the con-
ditions of 19282 1If the Minister controlling
the department were not so overloaded with
a ujtiplicity of departments, he would
know what was going on. I do not believe
he did know until I ealled attention to it
by that question as to whether the Govern-
ment were still subsidising the Fairbridge
Farm School. The ¢uestion was a very per-
tinent one in view of the difficulty we have
i placing our own hoys in industry just
now. Yet the Government are carrying on
the ridiculous policy of subsidising hoys
from the Old Country.

The Premier: You did it.

The Minister for Lands: And you know
that the English people have entered into
agreements on the strength of if.

Mr, MILLINGTON: Tt was right when
we did it, but the conditions have greatly
changed since then. Yet we have the Gov-
crnment encouraging by suhsidv the migra-
tion of voungsters from the Old Land, and
at the same time endeavouring to place
Western Australian boys in industry. 1 draw
attention to this to show the need for close
serutiny of what is being done in the de-
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partment. Does the Premier propose to con-
tinue this poliey of subsidising migrants?

The Premier: Yeould you continue it?

My, MILLINGTON: That is not the
question. The Government have taken on
the job and are responsible. When we were
in office we administered that department
wisely and eapably, ascording to the times,
and each Minister knew what was taking
place in his department. In these days no
Minister required to have his attention
drawn to what was going on in his depart-
ment., Now that the mistake has heen
pointed out, the Premier is going to defend
their errors as he would defend their in-
heritanee.

The Premier: Could you not diseuss the
Dounglas credit systemn?

Mr. MILLINGTON: Yes, we could, if
the Premier conld understand it. But I do
not see it mentioned in the Governor’s
Speech, and so the discussion would not he
admitted.

The Premier : The Fairbridge Farm

Sehool is not in the Speech,

My, MILLINGTON: On several oceasions
I -have complained of the reduction in the
amount being paid by the Child Welfare
Department to widows and their dependants.
Last’ session we asked a question as to
whether the amount had been reduced, and
the reply was that it had not. Since then
1 have had an unsatisfactory reply from the
department, not to the effect that the rvate
had been reduced, but simply that the new
rate, 7s,, was sufficient. We want to know
definitely from the Government whether they
have decreased the amount from 9s. to Ts.
We want to know that definitely, for at pre-
sent the position is covered up by an admix-
ture of the Child Welfare Department and
unemplovment relief administration. T know
of one man who does not come under the
uncimplovment relief scheme, for he is a
pensioner.  Yet the amount paid to his
family has heen reduced from 9s. to 7s. The
public_are entitled to know the position
clearly,  1f the Government will sav that
they think T7s, iz sufficient, we shall know
where we are, but [ contend it is not right
to eover up the matter under a merging of
two departiwents, The amount of 95, was
fixed upon as the resnlt of the experience
of successive Governments, all of whom
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agreed to consider it to be the absolute mini-
mum to be paid to widows and their depend-
antz. In the Speech there are non-conten-
tious matters relating to the various indus-
tries, pastoral, dairving, fruit, mining, eto.
I sometimes think the advent of gold mining
in this State was the advent also of many of
our diffieulties. In the old days, when onr
currency consisted of kangaroo and ’possuin
skins and sandalwood, we were perhaps bet-
ter off and happier. That was before the
advent of the ‘tother-sider, which demoral-
ised the old settler. Now that we have a
gold standard we are foréver arguing about
currencies, questions which easily settled
themselves in the old days. I mention gold
mining beciuse T see in the Speech a recog-
nition that chis is the one bright spot in onr
industrial life, and consequently. is fostered
by the Government. The goldficlds repre-
sentatives are justly elaiming that it should
have even greater recognition. When we
zre asked to supply ideas as to what should
be done to stimulate industry, I think mv-
self we should have a more complete organ-
isation in all our industries than we have.
Although there is the utmost difficulty now
in finding profitable markets for our ex-
ports, that is no reason why we shonid
clacken down. TIndeed the unsatisfactory
prices constitute an added reassn why we
should endeavour to devise better waws and
means of running our industries. During
good times when prices were high these
problems solved themseives, but now that
we are passing throngh a difficult period
there is greater need for the application of
scieniific methods to the conduct of our in-
dustries, We might have heen a nice guiet
pastoral State, but of course the rest of the
world would not permit that.
general hurry and bustle to which we must
submit, and therefore we find ourselves, a
primary producing State, up againsi other
primary producing countries, and unless we
keep abreast of the times we have no pros-
pect of holding our markets, particularly in
view of the competition with other lands.
Some countries are ahead of us in their
methods, their seientifie development, mach-
imery and orzamsation. I refer to sueh
countries as the United States. Other coun-
tries with which we have to compete are
countries of c¢heap lahour, We must devise
wavs and means to cuntinue our industries.
and in these times we find  the difficulty
rreat.  Whereas in ¢ood fimes it would have

There is the -
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heen possible to revise our methods and re-
model our system, there is the utmost difli-
culty to-day when eredit is short and de-
pression prevails. But that is no excuse
why we should not endeavour te put our in-
dustries on a firm hasis. People are dis-
posed to blame the Government for the pres-
ent position. All Governments have failed;
Governments in this and in other countriesz,
but private enterprise has also failed, not
only here but thronghout the world. Private
enterprise is complaining that the Govern-
ments are responsible, but privafe enter-
prise will have to discover a way out for
itself. Governments do not control indus-
try, and instead of those in contrel of in-
dustry contibually hlaming the Government,
they had befter realise that, having reached
the present impasse, they must work their
way out. It does not better the position ot
all to blame Governments. Some people
blame systems, and think thev have discov-
ered an casy way out by suggesting an alter-
ation of the whole system. There may he
trutle in that, but it would take time to alter
the system. Even if we did so, we would
be only a small factor in the scheme of
things. For the time being we shall have to
make the best of conditions, alwavs with the
idea of getting together the representatives
of the varions industries, such governinyg
hodies as we have, and suech spheres of in-
fluenee as ean he utilised to assist in reviving
the industries upon which we depend. With
this object T have a suggestion to make to
the Government. They have asked what we
would do. All the industries | have men-
tioned are in a pretty bad way. Particu-
larly so is the pastoral industry. Only a rise
in prices ean assist that industry. Of all
the industries in Western Australia, I believe
that the pastoral industry, for methods
adopted, 15 in advance of any other pranary
industry.

My, Patrick:
average.

Mr. MILLINGTOX: T am speaking of
what has heen done to pluce the industry on
a proper basis. For many vears the breed
of sheep has reeeived the attention of pas-
toralists. Fortunes have been spent to im-
prove the breed of sheep and the qualiiy of
wool. Although we are behind the world in
ather things, we are not only albreast, hur
ahead of the world in wool production. The
member for Roebourne (Mr. Church) eould

It has a pretty low wool
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tell us what has been done during the last
half-century for the improvement of wool
growing. Of fine wool, I believe we produce
half the world’s requirements. I do not sug-
gest that my proposal would have great in-
fluence on wool growing. The pastoral in-
dustry will have to wait for an improve-
ment in the markei. I do not know of any
way in which improvement could he made
in the cost of producing wool, exeept to re-
lieve the pastoralists of portion of the bur-
den of interest. At the time of the New
South Wales election T was speaking to a
pastoralist from beyond Carnarvon, and he
told me he was rather disposed to favour
come of the ideas of Mr. Lang. He said,
“[ am not a Labourite: 1T am a Nationalist.
bt I have been engnged in the pastoral in-
dustry for 20 years, and when 1 look back,
[ find 1 have heen working for the banks
the whole time. All that my plaee has pro-
duced has been interest. In the good times
I pay; in the bad times they stand to me for
a while, hut ns soon as Lam ahle to produce
wool of any value, it is demanded by the
banks” [ believe that the pastoral leases
thiroughout the North-West ure over-capital-
iced and that the pastoralists ave suffering
from that to-day. That matter is being re-
adjusted, and there will have to bhe a con-
siderable writing-down of prices and a con-
siderable reduction of intevest if the indus-
fev is to exist. 1 leave it to those
en.gaged in  the industry fo  say
whether the bhig load they have had -to
hear in reeent years has mnot Jeen the 1n-
terest burden on their holdings because of
the high eapitalisation. Since the industry
has to exist, and since it is more important
than the payment of high rates of interest,
it one is to go, we say the industry shall
live and the interest rates must conform to
the lovel of what the industry can pay. The
came holds good regarding dairying. We
{hink we have established the dairying in-
dustry. We attempted to do so in 2 desper-
ate hurry. 1 do not think that 2 per cent.
of those engaged in dairying on a butter-fat
basis ean pay their way. I propose to ask
a question later as to the number of_grqup
settlers who have had their capitalisation
written down—it has heen written down 30
per cent.—and who are now in a position to
pay interest on the reduced amount. I as-
sume that not 2 per cent. can pay the in-
terest on the present ea pitalisation, particn-

“and will not be for many years.
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larly with butter fat at 1s. or ls. 1d., and
particularly having regard to the class of
stock they are earrying, Through establish-
ing the industry in a desperate hurry, we got
the culls from everywhere, whereas it is
essential that herds be well bred before
dairymen have a possibility of holding their
own. It is a rare thing to find anywhere in
Western Australia a herd that is satisfae-
tory. Despite all that may be said, it will
he a number of years before herds of the
vight quality and grade are built up in this
State. In the Eastern States where the most
economical methods were practised, and
where dairying was built up under sweated
conditions and by child labour and in par-
ticularly good country, very (ine herds have
heen established over n long period of years.

The Minister for Agrienlture: We have
some of the best studs in Australia.

Me. MILLINGTOXN: But it is impos-
sible to buy thousands of cows in a year
and o get the best. Dairymen who have
been established in the metropolitan area
for a number of years say that the stoek
they sold were the eulls, and they found
their way to the Soumth-West. That was
vears ago. We certainly did not get the
best stoek from the Hastern States, and in
any event the imported cattle had to be ae-
climatised. It was impossible to supply the
sudden demand to establish the industry in
gsuch a desperate hurry. Through trying to
rush the industry, it has been built up on an
unsound basis, In the frst place the hold-
ings cost double what they should have eost
because of the method of clearing adopted,
and in the second place, the all-important
factor, the dairy herd is not up to standard,
Consider-
ing that we have reached the export stage
und will have to compete in the world’s mar-
ket, the oniy poessible prospect we have of
advancement in the dairying industry is io
grade up the herds considerably. We ean
talk, advertise and boost, but wntil we gel
cows of suitahle grade, we shall not make
much headway. People complain of being
evicted from group holdings. Let me give
a instance. A man was evieted, and he was
full of eomplaints. 1 asked him for the
facts. His total income was £96. MHis cap-
italisation was about £1,500, and he bad 60
aeres under pasture, Each year he had to
vse 1, ewt. of super. per acre, which I
assume would cost about Gs. He had to pro-
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vide that, keep a large family, pay interest
on the eapital cost and build up his herd
on £94, and he had been on the holding for
many vears, He is off it now. It 15 rare
to find anyone who is making a reason-
ably satistactory income from dairying.
When they have complained about being
evicted I have said, “How long do you think
Western Australia is going to stand behind
this industry and finance men who are going
behind? Tt is not 2 maiter of this Guvern-
ment, but of this country heing behind it.
1€ you can show there is a prospeet of
effecting an improvement this year, or next
year, there would probably be something in
a poliey of that sort.” They cannot, how-
ever, show any signs of an improvement in
the near future or any advapeement in pre-
sent prices.  The majority of the settlers
have not sufficient cows to keep them. Tt
is rare to find a man with more than 10 or
12 cows. If they have only that number
they cannot possibly keep themselves, and
this State will have to keep not only them
but the cows as well. When we are skiting
about the development of our dairying in
dustry, I say that this is the position in
which we find it. Ways and means must be
diseovered to improve the position, snd we
shonld spend less time in talking about hav-
ing produced 1014 million pounds of butter.
Butter has to be produced at a price at
which it can profitably be put upon the
market and not at the expense of the State.

The Minister for Agriculture: Do you sug-
west we should stop produetion ¢

Mr. MILLINGTON: The main dairy
farmer in this eountry is the Agrieultnral
Bank. If that institution had bheen given
a free hand, instead of being saddled with
a demoralised scheme of group settlement,
it might have done something. The group
settlement scheme has all the evils—if any—
of socialism, coupled with all the evils of
capitalism. The evils were put there. The
seitlers had not sufficient responsibility to
cause them to realise that they must make
zood or et out. They leaned on the Gov-
ernment, Right throughout the groups there
are those who will take no responsibility.
When they are in difficulties ther say to the
Government, “What are yon going to de
about it?” They are looking to someone else
to help them ont of their difficulties. This
is our dairving industry to which reference
was made in the Speech. We have a long
way to go before eonditions are put on a
satisfactory basis. Western Australia as o
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State is conduecting the industry, and losing
a great deal of money each year. Those in
charge of the Agricultural Bank bave that
responsibility and that obligation to faee,
and thev are most diffieult. The fruit in-
dustry is one of those which is reasonably
satisfactory, except that we have no market,
such as jam faetovies, for our surplus fruit.

The Minister for Lands: You would no:
say that about our apples

Mr. MILLINGTON: The export frade is
certainly ~atisfactory. The people who are
engaged in the industry follow up-to-date
methods. and are a eredit not only to it but
to themselves. The time has come when
the people as a whole, instead of relying
upon Governments, should form themselves
into an organisation. This should be in the
nature of a State-wide industrial organisa-
tion. Everybody in it would represent a co-
ordinated foree, und would see by what
means it was possible to revive indunstry ont-
side of ordinary Government control. Some
time ago the trades unions associated them-
selves with the Chamber of Manufactures
and formed a loeal products leagne. This
dealt not only with manufactured goods but
with all the produets of Western Australia.
The leagne did make headway. A ecertain
amount of adveriisine was also done. There
was an attempt to popularise Western Aus-
tralian produects, whether primary or secon-
dary., Whereas in times past there was a
prejudice against loeal articles, 1 believe to-
dayv there is a prejudice in favour of them.
The great diffienlty I experience is that in
scme respects the quality is not as good as
it should be. Where the quality is good we
ave assured by tie hig distribufors that 100
per cent. of local products is being sold by
them. This holds good in respect fo bisenit
manufaeturers. Pickles and preserves have
also become popular. What can we do

to extend the loeal market for our
secondary  produets ? The scope of
the leacme. its objects, and system
of control could be extended and bhe

made to applv to all Western Australian
industries. Those men who have been sue-
eessful are. T think, prepared to place their
brains at the disposal of Western Awns-
tralia. My experience in mining was that
when the manager was a good man he made
the mine. Tn other cases a good mine was
spoilt by had management. TFollowing on
the report of AMr. Kingslev Thomas. the
Roval Commissioner, the suggestion was
made some time ago that the mines should



352

amalgamate in respeet to the treatment of
their ore, and to an extent. though not ex-
actly on the lines recommended, this idea
has been earried out on the Enstern Gold-
tields. There is a general idea on the part
of people to assist ench other. 1 believe
the eco-operative spirit is abroad. Men
realise that if they would progress them-
selves, the industry in which they are en-
gaged niust also make progress, and that it
the State is to advance the various indus-
tries in it must alse advance. We have
renched the stage when each must assist the
other to the ntmost. If there is any way
to promote the interests of our industrial
methods, it is the duty of every section of
every industry in the Stafe to adopt thai
wax. [ therefore propose that various
interestz should be represented on a body
surh as I have suggested. This might be
called a local products leagne. The Gov-
ernment sheuld earry out the nceessary or-
ganisation and, in order to spread the
seheme all over the State, should work
through the local governing bodies. These
local authorities have a legal standing.
They cwmploy permanent officials, have the
necessary staffs and the housing, and the
necessary organisation.  They could be
used to a greater extent than is the
ease to-dav, and T propose that they
zhounld be co-opted into the scheme. There-
zhould be represented on the league the
Chambers of Commerce, the Chamber of
Manufactures, the Trade Unions, the Pas-
toralists’ Association, the Primary Pro-
ducers’ .\ssociation. the Chamber of Mines
the Chartered Banks, the Rowal Agrieul-
tural Society and affiliated hodies, the
Stock Breeders’ Association and the Press
of Western Australia. All these interests
should join in the formation of a league.
The organisation would not bhe a super-
Government but an industrial one ap-
pointed to eo-operate with the worthy ob-
jeet of reviving industry generally within
the State. In each district we would have
a hody made up of the associations T have
mentioned, each having its own sphere of
influence. It would also be necessury to
have a central anthority, In a sense acting
in control of the subsidiary bodies. Fach
hranch would in turn be entrusted with the
duty of paying speeial attention to the par-
ticular indostry of the distriet. In the
case of wheat growing it would mean that
not only would the farmers be entrusted
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with the responsibility of promoting betier
farming methods, but of endeavouring to
secure for the industry such assistance as
might be necessary to assist in its develop-
ment. The branch would be possessed of
local knowledge, and the local organisation
would be able to seeure the proper co-
operation of all interests. In the farming
areas the organisation would include not
only the farmers but all those who are de-
pendent upon him, not only in the distriet
but in the towns and the city as well
Hvervone eonnceted with the organisation
would have a direct interest in improving
the metheds applied to farming and ad-
vaneing the interests of that industry. We
must pay special attention to improved
methods as they should be applied to all
our industries. What was good enough
two or three years ago iz not good enough
to-day, I suggest thai a skeleton scheme
should be drawn up for the co-ordination
of the powers and forces to which T have
referred, so that all interests may he banded
tozether with the common object of de-
veloping our industries. The organisation
would be industrial and not political; it
would not be representative of the people
hut representative of the particular in-
terests concerned. Those who made np the
organisation would be devoting attention
to their own business. Yor a time if might
act in an advisory capacity only, but if it
proved effective it could be clothed with
supervisory authority. Many of the mis-
takes whieh Governments have made have
been duc to the absence of the necessary
loeal knowledge. I propose that the local
knowledge represented by this State-wide
organisation should be made available fo

the Government from every distriet
and from every industry. The idea is
well worthy of investigation. A con-
ference could he called of the various
interests coneerned and the scheme dis-
eussed. TE€ is  admitted that private

enterprise has faited. If that be so, then it
is for private enterprise to devise wavs and
means of gefting out of its diffieulties. Tt
has « hetter chance of effecting its own sal-
vation than by depending upon the Govern-
ment. If people were able to help themselves
in the way suggested, they would he given a
sense of responsibility that, I am sorry to
say, is sadly lacking to-day in many indus-
tries. I think it is admitted on both sides
of the House that there iz an anxiety that
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our industries should be revived. No matter
which Government may be in office, that s
the one thing thaf matters and most deeply
concerns the people of the State. [ notive
there is a disposition on the part of Min-
isters to object to eriticlsin from this side of
the House. In the course of my remarks 1
have not levelled any criticism at the Gov-
ernment with the thought that T am any
better than Ministers are, or with the idea
of setting myselt up as being any better than
members on the opposite side of the House,
That is not the idea at all. 1 have a rooted
objeclion to the man who poses as superior
to others. We all object to the “Holier than
thou” tvpe. The criticism we level at the
Government has not any such object. Still,
if ever there was a time in the history of
Western Australia when the Government had
to be kept up to their work, it is now. Un-
fortunately, the Government show a tendency
to slack. They say, “Because such and such
a thing was good enough vears ago, it is
wood enough now.” The Government should
realise that it is their duty to overcome the
present difficulties. They eannot slack on
the job now because something was not done
when an entirely different set of clrenm-
stances existed; they eannot use that as an
argument why nothing need be done to-day.
The Government must wake up to the fact
that there is now greater need for vigilanee,
that they must exercise some imagination,
that like other forces and interests in tlns
State they must uwaken to a sense of their
responsibilitics.  When they have done that,
they will be able to preach te other forees
and interests what should be done by them.
Up to date the Government have not shown
the activity they should.

The Minister for Works: In what way?

Mr. MILLINGTOXN: This side has repeat-
wdly pointed out that the great problem of
unemployment ju itself warrants the atten-
tion of a full-time Minister. The Govern-
ment bhave plenty of spare men, and I do
not suggest that any of them has not sufli-
cient ability to contrel a department. Never-
theless, the Government have handed over to
one Minister half a dozen most important
departments. That being so, it is perfectly
understandable that outsiders ask why there
are so many Ministers. There does not exist
a man who can give adequate attention to all
the departments eonfided to the care of one
Minister. It is a great compliment to the
Minister in guestion; but if is not fair to
the Western Ausiralian people, who expect
that Ministers shall control and divect all
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the various departments. That is one thing.
Then there is the organising of West-
ern Australian industries, which warrants
another full-time Minister,  We have the
same man in control of unemployment and
of industry—two vital matters—and also of
railways and mines, The mining industry
demands special attention. How is onec
Minister to put the necessary energy into
all these departments, even though he has
wreat capaeity?  The Government smugly
sit back, giving the impression that they are
doing all that is neegssary, For anything
that poes wrong, they hlame the times.
Their final, knock-out argnment is, “What
wonld yon do?” That is the finish, The
replyv is that the Goveriment bave taken on
tha job of administering this counfry, and
that therefore it is not for Ministers to say
to a private member, “What would you do?”
It is for me to say that as the Government
have assumed the responsibility, T shall use
my best efforts to hold them up to i
They undertook that responsibility with a
full knowledge of prevailing conditions.
Thev made promises which T may deseribe
as most alarming. Undoubtedly they showed
enterprise and imagination at that time.
They are now expected to reproduce some
of that form. If theve is to he the same con-
fidenge in the Government on our part as
there is on the part of Ministers, there must
he activity and a lead.  The Government
ought not to ask me what I would do, or
ask outsiders what thev would do. The
Government are expected to have a poliey.
The people have the right to demand a lead
from the Government. TIf it iz true that
Governments have led the people into all
theze difficulties. the people ave quite right
to demand that the Government should lead
them out of those difficulties. Bnt it seems
that anv suggestions offered are simply dis-
carded. The (Government appear to Le
afflicted with the fell disease of self-com-
placenev.  Victims of that disease are all
but irreclaimable. If a man feels that he ix
rot all he should be. there is hope for him:
but the present Government seem to feel
that thew have done all right and need not
reply to criteism. Those shrewd heads sit
back and sav, “We will do nothing; we will
let the other fellow talk; we are on the box
seat”  They will find themselves shifted
from that box seat. Here I am reminded
of what took plaece at Northam hetween two
great dehaters, Sir Hal Colebateh and Mr.
John Curtin. The latter appeared fo have
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Bir Hal cornered, and at last asked him
what he as a representative of the publie
proposed at this time. A Labour Govern-
ment was in eontrol of the Commonwealth.
To Mr. Curtin’s question, Sir Hal Colebateh
gave this amazing answer: “T-wonld change
the Government.,” The debate had heen on
mtrieate monetary proposals, farming fin-
anee, and so forth. The conference had
sat all the afternoon, but the one propoesal
Sir Hal had te offer in reply to M.
Curtin’s question was : “In additien to
what I have already told you, T will
say that if the Australian people really
want to get ount of their difficulties they
must change the Government.”

ME. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [8.37]:
Mueh has already heen said in the course
of the debate, but unguestionably a Parlia-
mentary discussion of this nature is import-
ant to the people.  Outsiders, especially
those who now have but a small supply of
this world’s goods and are in a sad plight,
look to us to put forward a solution of the
difficulties confronting Western Awustralia
like the rest of the world. That position is
due to a vaviety of causes. We know that
the diffienlty has been accentuafed by the
war in which Australia was engaged some
vears ago, We are now experiencing the
zame destitution, misery and want as have
heen experienced after every war. For in-
stance, following the Napoleonic wars therce
were widespread destitution and misery;
price levels fell, and men marched on the
capital cities. Much the same sitnation ex-
ists to-day. Throughont the world, price
levels have fallen below the cost of produc-
tion; and avmies of men are marching on
the capitals, for what? To demand a place
in the sun, to demand some consideration ag
human beings, to demand participation in
the wealth produced by the community.
That participation is now denied to millions
of human beings, Australia is also faced
with a huge pubiic debt such as affected other
nations nfter earlier wars. Australia’s diffi-
culties are largely due to the enormous
amonnt of money spent on war purposes, no
less than £710,000,000. On aceount of that
tremendons sum Australia has paid £206,-
000,000 by way of interest and sinking fund.
Another £85,000,000 has gone in pensions,
and  £127,000,000 in repatriation and so
forth. From war expenditnre Australia has
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# net dehl remaining of £282,000,000. On
that balance the Anstralian people have to
find annually £15,000,000 for interest, In
addition, an amount of £13,000,000 has to
he found for repatviation and cognate pur-
poses. Those are indeed heavy commitments,
Time and again it has been nrged heve, and
also in the Commonwealth Parliament, that
some relief from war payments should be
granted to Australia, similar to that granted
hy DBritain to various other nations. Over
half the debts of France and Italy to Brit-
ain have heen wiped out. Tn the case of
the Balkan States such debts have been
wiped out entirely. Then there is the can-
cellation of South Afiiea’s and Canada’s
war debts to Britain, But Australia has kad
o abatement of her war deht. Overtures to
that end have heen made, but so far with-
out appreciable success. Abolition of war
debts is a vital question throughout the
world, If those debts are not wiped out,
the nations cannot trade, and cannot funec-
tion as civilised communities, for the simple
reason that those debts overburden the world.
At the recent reparations conference no de-
cision was reached regarding debt abelition.
Apparently everything now depends upon
the presidential election in the United States
of America. Tbat election over, s confer-
ence is to be called. to discuss the monetary
and economic questions of the world.
Whetber or not such a conference is called in
the near future, something will have to be
done soom, so that the nations can trade
again, 5o that commereial activities may be
stimulated, so that the thousands upon
thousands at present unemployed will be
able to join those stil) in employment to pro-
duce goods for others to consume, in refurn
T'or reasonable payment. In Europe millions
are on the verge of starvation. They have
rno purchasing power to buy Australian
eoods, whieh Australian producers desire to
sell. Our staple produects, such as wheat,
wool and meat, are essential to European
people, who, however, because of their im-
poverished situation and the rotten econ-
omic conditions prevailing, are unable to
purehase our commodities. It shows how the
international situation affects us, when we
arc in n similar plight simply becansg the
nutions of Europe are unable to pur-
chase our products at reasomable prices.
Those difficulties, therefore, are apparent in
this country. Side by side with that question
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is that of disarmament. The other day the
Minister for Defence, Sir George Pearre,
made a statement indieating his anxiefy to
get in touch with the Imperial authorities
with a view to spending more money on de-
fence. That would be a fatuous proposal,
having regard to present-day economic con-
ditions. Instead of anxiety for prepared-
ness for war, we should be more concerned
about the disarmament of natwons. The
Federal Attorner Genecral, Mr. Latham,
attended the Disarmament Conference .in
Furope, but he was nof able, during the
course of his speech in Perth on his return
to Australia, to hold out any hope of unan-
imity regarding the reduction of armaments,
although that is a question vital to people
throughout the world. TUnless appreciable
steps are taken towards a reduction of arma-
ments, we shall not he far off another world
cataclysm, and that will mean the undoing
of civilisation. Everyone in the ecommunity
should have his attention focussed upon the
gecnring of peace and disarmament. Al-
theugh we represent bug a small unit in
world affairs, we can, by means of ussential
propaganda, help to foster public opinion
agninst any inecrease of armaments as a
means towards securing international peace.
"The problem is important from the ztand-
point of the rehabilitation of our civilisation.
Pociety has almost broken down becanse of
the finaneial burden, largely dne to the war.
As a result, thousaunds of our people are in
distress and in want. Many who a few years
ago were in comfortable circnmstanees are
to-day rednced alwost to penury. Every-
thing possible should be done to foster 2
healthy public opinion in favour of dis-
armament and the abolition of reparations.
During the war period, the Labour Party
held & conferenve in Perth at which it was
nrged that no indemnities shounld be paid in
respeet of the war. The opinions expressed
then were sound. We have seen the effect
of reparations, and of the buge burden of
interest on the debts of the nations. I trust
that when the world eonference is held in
January or February next. some tfangible
result will be accomplished. The interest
question is of great importance to the
nations of the world. The burden to-day is
almost overwhelming. The national debt of
Australia amounts to £1,100,000,000, and the
irterest pavments on that total represent
£57,000,000 per annum. That means that
over £1,000,000 has to be found every weeck
for the payment of interest, ahout half of
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which is doe to internal bondholders. It
there could be some substantial reduction in
the interest payments, immediate relief would
be afforded the financial resources of the
Commonwealth, Unless that relief can be
exiended—and if prices for our commodities
continue as at present—it simply means that
Australia cannot afford to pay her interest
bill, and will be compelled to defanlt. The
national income has fallen from £650,000,000
two years ago to about £400,000,000 to-day.
Fixed money claims on that income in re-
speet of bonds, long-term loans and so forth,
represent £110,000,000. Two years ago the
fixed money ¢laims en our national income
represented 16 per cent. whereas to-dav they
vepresent approximately 30 per cent. That
is n very substantial draw upon our national
income. It is unquestionable that interest
demands to-day amount to usury. The rates
charged are excessive and many of onr citi-
zens who, when they were in more eomfort-
ahle circumstances, bought homes or under-
took other financial obligations, now find
that they cannot meet their commitments be-
cause their incomes have so appreciably de-
crensed, if they have not vanished alto-
gather.

Mr. Marshall: Interest rates were always
too high.

Mr. HEGNEY: That is so. In olden
times the charging of interest was denounced
as amounting to usury, and as immoral. In
modern itimes the practice is regarded as
moral, although both here and elsowhere the
rates charged have been excessive.

Mr. Marshall: Not only is interest re-
garded as moral, but as sacred, not to be
attacked. .

Mr. HEGNEY: Our people are in

such a predicament that they ecannot
pay their interest commitments, and in-
terest rates must be revised. When the

Financial Emergeney Act was intrnduced, it
was proposed that the banks =hould simul-
taneously reduce their interest rate-~. We
know those institutions have been extremely
tardy in effecting that reduction. On the
eontrary, we remember the almost indecont
haste shown in the application ot the pro-
visions of the Aet te wages and workine
conditions. The legislation was made retro-
spective in its applieation to wage~. hut the
(iovernment seemed to funk action acuinst
the banks, and certainly did not act a~ per-
emptorily as they did rezarding the wage-
carners. The interest bill on the public debt
per head of the population of Au<tvalia to-
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day is £8 7s,  While the public delit for
Australia is £170 18s. 7d. per head, the debt
per head in Western Australia is £171 19s,
3d. That is a heavy load banging over the
head of every man, woman and ehild in this
Stute. 1t is excessive, and we ecannot earry
that burden much longer. As to the finan-
vial position generally, the Scullin Govern-
ment proposed a scheme of monetary reform
with the object of stimulating industry and
raising inteinal price levels. Eventually the
Government were defeated.  Oun the other
hand we find that those who opposed that
poliey are fo-day advoeating it. A few days
ago a report appeaved in the “Daily News”
settivg out that Mr. Bruce, when speaking
at Ottawa, stated expiieitly that in Australia
there were two schools of thought regarding
the best methods to he adopted in tackling
the problem. He said that one wrged a {ur-
ther reduetion in the cost of produetion, while
the other contended we could go no further
and would have to seeure relief in other div-
ections, sueh as an inerease in world price
levels. Mr. Bruce subscribed to the Iatter
opinion.  He pointed out that it was re-
markable how docile the people had been in
necepting the reductions of the past two
years, and thaf it would he unwise to o
further in reduction of theiv standards. He
urged that an attempt shonld be made hy the
world eeconomic conference, that will be held
shortly, to raize price levels. We have seen
the effects of the deflation policy in Anstra-
lin, and in other countries, and to-duy mil-
liong are out of work. Many millions have
suffered wage reductions. The primary pro-
ducers have been reduced to the veryge of
starvation because thev cannot sell their pro-
ducts at reasonable and profitable prices.
ITn Australia the bendholders and others hav-
ing money elaims on the community have
made infinitesimal sacrifices compared with
those made by the wage-earners and primary
producers. Wage deflation has
policy, and Mr, Bruce and others have
pointed out that if further reductions are
made, there must be a veduction of eapital
and interest charges. To my mind that
shonld have been done in the first place.
But thoze who have invested money in bonds
and other securities find to-day that the pur-
chasing power of their investments is consid-
erably higher than it was originally. The
wage-carners and the producers are not in
that position. Having entered into commit-

heen the -
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ments when their purchasing power was con-
siderably greater, people now find thai they
cannot meet their commitments although the
capital charges against them remain as they
were three, or perhiaps five, years ago. There
is no question but that if something is not
done along the lines 1 suggest, the position
will he still ore serions.  With reference to
monetary reform, it must he admitted that
to-day everyone seems to set himself up as
u financial expert, but even those whe speak
with wome anthorify have voiced a wide di-
vergence of opinions. That applies to hank-
cers and economists throughout the world.
The more radical of them admit that the
monetary system has failed and that it has
broken down under stress of economie
vonditions, as a result of which, reformn of
the monetary system has become essential.
A few months ago anybody advocating that
was looked upon as an exfreme radieal, but
to-day even the most conservative are urging
a monetary reform policy. When the Fed-
eral Labour Government proposed to export
£10,000,000 overseas to meet certain debts
falling due in London, we were told that it
would set up a general fear of the soundness
of the note issne. But alinost the first act
of the Lyons Gavernment on eoming into
power was to export that £10,000,000 over-
seas to meet obligations. Actually they were
actine wiselv and in the interests of Aus-
tralia, hut the fact remains that when the
same thing was proposed hy the Labour Gov-
ernment it was denounced by the Press and
bitterly opposed by the Scnate, although ad-
vised by the Governor of the Commonwealth
Bank. There is very liftle gold remaining
in Aunstralia to-day, and the backing behind
our currency notes is only about £12,000,000,
Yet when the Labour Government proposel
te send awav onr gold it was said they
were undermining the very foundations of
our monetury system, and that the poliev
was altogether unsound. Nevertheless, the
selfsame poliey has been pursued in large
measure ever since. For instance, inflation
has been consistently practised, at all events
to the extent that the Commeonwealth Bank
has financed the deficits of the various Gov-
ernments. Yet when Mr. Theodore proposed
to raise £6,000,000 for the farmers, and
£12,000,000 for the unemployed, the policy
was dencunced as being unsound. Only a
few months ago Mr. Lyons put up the same
propesals at the Premiers’ Conference at
Canberra, and they were endorsed and ap-
proved. There has bheen much criticism of
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the gold standard, which is not acting as the
basis of our currency as an international
unit to-day, because it has been comman-
deered by America and France while the rest
of the nations are starving for gold. This
has upset evervthing, hecause it was the busis
of our cwrrency during the past decade or
so. Recently | read in the Press opinions ex-
pressed by the secretary of the London
Chamber of Commerce, Mr. A. de V. Leigh,
m Ottawa on the 10th August. He said—

The idea that a nation could only expand
its currency when it acequired gold, and must
contruct ifs currency when it lost gold was
a threadbare fiction. The London Chamber
of Commerce Monetary Committee proposed
that currency should he hased on all commodi-
ties as represented by eligible commercial hills,
and {he ratie of finaneial ¢redit shouid be con-
trolled by a central bank in cach eountry. He
favoured a new monetary system depriving
any one country of power to destroy the world
purchasing-power by taking payments for its
sales in gold instead of goods and services.
All exchanges should be fixed hy a clearing
house of the central banks of the world.
““Have we an  honest measure of value,®’
asked Mr. Leigh, ‘“when a debt contracted
twelve years ago now requires three and a
half times its original commodity value to dis-
charge it, apart from the increased commodity
value of the annual interest? The master
measure is the measure of money, and if that
is unjust or unstable it is a farce to maintain
just or stable measurcs of weight and eapa-
Cjt}r.’,

Mr. North: That sounds like Douglas,

Mr. HEGNEY : Tt expresses clearly what
I have been trying to say this evening. What
that gentleman propounds is the very policy
that Mr. Lang propounded in Svdney,
namely, that our basis of values should he
a commodity hasis. Then there would not
he the diserepancies in values that exist to-
day. The introduction of machines into in-
dustry has supplanted Iarge reservoirs of
labour. Various classes of workers in all
industries have heen replaced by improved
machinery. We can remember the time when
shipwrights worked on wooden hoats, built
their ships of wood, but eventually they were
displaced by the builders of steel ships. For
many generations there was internecine strife
hetween the two, but the wooden ships had
to go, while the steel ships remained. Under
the present economic system the worker
displaced from industry is of no more
concern to the owner of the industry
or of the machines, who owns the means
of livelihood, and so the worker has
to walk the land until he ecan find some
other employvment. [t he cannot get the

357

right to work, he has to starve. This dis-
placement of the workevs by machines is
of the uimost impeortance to the werkers.
In all industries lahour is being affected
by improved machinery, and the time i«
coming when the workers will have to take
international action o see that the
machine, which to-day is owned by the
employer, shall be owned by the community
in the interests of the people. If that he
not done, and if the emplover continues to
have no concern for the worker displaced
by the machine, that worker will have no
place in the sun. Yet evervbody who comes
into this world ought to have a place in
{he sun, and opportunity for a reasonable
and decent existence; he ought to he able
to enjoy the gifts of Nature around him,
and to produce sufficient for his needs and
the requirements of his family. Under
existing conditions all that is denied to
him. Tn Australia there are thousands of
workers 30 or G0t years of age who have
worked a lifetime in the various indus-
tries. Yet at the end of that period they
own very litle of this world’s goods. They
have reared families and In some instances
they own the houses in which they live, but
apart from that very few of them are en-
dowed with this world’s goods. Yet since
they work in the industries fo produce the-
real wealth of the community, in future
they will have to jinsist that they get a
more reasonable distribution of the wealth
produced. 1 read with interest the other
day a newspaper interview given by Mr.
Frapk P. Watson, a Euvopean buver for
Richard Alien & Co, He discmbarked at
Fremantile from the liner ‘‘Barrabool,’’
and this is the report of the interview he
gave—

Mr. Watson said that he had been over-
whelmed during his tour of Europe by the
amazing increase of mechanisation. Invention
superseded invention with amazing rapidity,
and the displacement of labour by machinery

in Europe had outstripped the nations’ ability
to absorb man power.

““In Epgland.”’ he said, *°21 per cent. of
the employable people eannot be ahsorbed, and
yet the railways are to be igleetrified. The
change-over will give temporary work to a num-

ber of electricians and  permanent  work
to others, but eventwally 20 per cent.
of the railway workers wow  employed

will be without a job, On the undergronnd
railwave in  London one rarely -sces n
porter now. ‘Tickets arc bought from a mach-
ing, and onc goes down to the platform on
an automatic escalator, and buys a packet of
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cigarettes or perhaps a handkerchief from an
automatic contrivanee. The train arrives, and
the doors automatically open. On departure
they all close when the driver presses 1 but-
ton. At one time the wnderground, railways
were alive with porters and attendants,

‘“Automatie kinemas are heing erected in
Paris. There are no ticket scllers, collectora
and attendants, but only a supervisor and an
operator. Upon entering you put two francs
in a slot and pass through a turnstile, FEach
seat is outlined in light, and there are no
steps. While 1 was in England a Laneashire
cotton weaving mill with 800 looms employed
200 operatives, but a Japamnese invention, an
automatic loom, was being introdueed by which
the same size mill could be worked with 12
operatives, *’

That meant the displacement of 188 opera-
tives.

Mr. Kenneally: Yet the Government
poliey here is to get people to work longer
hours.

Mr. HEGNEY: The report continues—

“CAnd what is the remedy?’’ Mr, Watson
wag asked.

‘"Frankly, I cannot conceive ome,’’ he Te-
plied. “*Tp to now the mechanical evolution
has been go gradual that werkers displaced by
improved machinery could be easily absorbed,
but that it is not so to-day. The machine of
our own creation has mnow overtaken amd
threatens to devour ws. Three generations of
pressing a button or pulling a lever will create
a race physically deficient and mentally de-
generate compared with the fitness of the real
“hewers of wood’ from which we sprang.’’
Those are the ohservations of a man who has
rvecently visited Euvope. But the poinf I
want to make is that mogt of the machinery
improvements are invented hy workers in
industry. Eventually the improved machines
displace thousands of workers, who get no
benefit whatever from the invention bhecause
they are put aside and have to walk the
land looking for employment. TUnder the
existing system the workers do not own the
machines, but the time must come when there
will have to be a hetter organisation of the
economies of society, so that the workers
doing the production work in the eommunity
shall get a veasonable share of that produc-
tion. The Commissioner of Railways is ap-
plying to the Arbitration Court to have the
hours of lahour increased from 44 to 48 per
week. That is to apply to employees of the
railways, tramways and other concerns under
the Commissioner’s control, I consider it a
retrograde ztep for the Government Lo coun-
tenance a poliey of that kind. TFven in the
Railway Department there has heen a great
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improvement in the machinery used. The
Midland Junetion Workshops ave amongst
the most up-to-date in the Commonwealth, I
have visited most of them and worked in a
rood any of them, and I say without fear
of contradiction that the machine shop and
the organisation of the various shops at Mid-
land Junetion are as up-to-date as any in
Australin. It has been proved that the men
employed in the Workshops showed a greater
output for the 44-hour than for the 48-hour
week. To apply for an increase of hours is
rather helated. Rather than seek to increase
fiours, the Government should be endeavour-
ing to reduce them even below what they are
to-day. The tendency of the world should
he to reduce hours of labour to 30 per week
and devise means to inerease the purchasing
power of the people so that they will be ahle
te huy the goods prodnced. To revert to the
old conditions is simply attempting to retard
the progress that has heen made hy the
workers. The progress already made, how-
ever, will eventnally be continued. We must
cither go forward or hackward. Progress
has heen temporarily arrested, but the time
is coming when the conditions of the workers
will have to be improved and a substantial
reduction will have to he made in the hours
of lahour if employment is to he found for
the people. The Government should seriousty
reconsider that phase of their poliey; it is
not a sound one, The time has passed when
arguments could be advanced for an inerease
in hours. It is patent that machinery has
displaced Iabour, and the fact that so many
workers are walking the streets in idleness
shonld lead us to bend our energies (o plac-

ing as manyv workers in industry as
possible.  Under the existing sysiem, the
men  arve getting good vesults. It was

proved in the industry in whieh T worked
that. when the hours were reduced from 43
to 44, the ontput increased by 3 per cent.

Mr. Piesse: Would not a reduction of
hours mean a reduction of wages?

Mr, HEGNEY: No, the wages remained
the same. Workers must be paid the basie
wage with margins for skill,

Mr. Kenneally: Tnvention reduces the
cost.  Woulld the member for Katanning
want it both ways?

Mr. HEGNEY : Under the reduced hours,
the output at any rate did not suffer. The
Government’s policy is a retrograde one and
T hope it will be reversed. There has been
s move in Australin to secure the abolition
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of the Arbitration Court. So far the Gov-
ernments have withsfood that ery. Not lony
ago I histened to the pastoralists’ case in the
Arhitration Court. They were applying for
a suspension of awards. Chief Judge Deth-
eridge pointed out to the advocate that the
wages €ost to the industry was negligible. |
think it amounted to about a halfpenny per
bale. Even if the men worked for no wages
at all, the effect on the industry would be
infinitesimal.  Yet the pastoralists carry on
their propaganda in order to get wages re-
duced to the lowest possible level.

Mr. Marshall: The cost of wages is about
cne-seventieth of a penny per pound of wool.

Mr. HEGXEY : Because of the econnmic
distress provailing, determined attempts are
heing made to get the honrs of labour in-
erensed and to break down conditions whieh
ure only reasonable for men working in in-
dustries. It has been urged that arbitration
decisions should he uniform throughout Aus-
tralin. There are differences in living costz
in the various States that would have to be
talken into consideration, but this move is
only propaganda on the part of the Em-
plovers’ Federation. When the basic wage
was higler in one part of Australia than
in other parts, there was no agitation by
the emplovers in the lower-paid States to
have the vates increased to the higher level,
but immediately the bhasic wage in one State
is found to be higher than the Federal
award, propaganda is carried on to get a
levelling down. This is unfair to the workers
on the basic wage and should not he toler-
ated by the community. Even if a uniforn
basic wage were adopted throughont the
Commonwealth, consideration would have to
be given to the system of child endowment
in New South Wales. In that State wages
are fixed for a wman, his wife and one child,
while for each additional child there is an
endowment of 55, per week. The Bruce-Page
Government appointed n Commission te in-
quire into a system of ¢hild endowment for
the Commonwealth. Mr. O’Halloran, an
eminent Svidneyv barrister, was chairman of
the Commission, who made exhanstive in-
quirtes throughout Aunstralia. Majority and
minorily  reports were presented. The
wajority report was unfavourable to the
scheme, but the minorify report, signed by
Ay, Cortin, Mrs. Muscio, and one other mem-
ber, recommended a system of child endow-
ment on the hasis of 3s. a2 week. It wonld
. have involved a sam of £8,000,000 a vear to
finanee the scheme., In this country there
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ate thousands of men for whom there is no
child endowment. The basic wage is fixed
tor n man, his wife and the average number
of children, and any man who has more than
two c¢hildren has to bear the extra encum-
hrance. There is not mueh chanee of getting
u child endowment =cheme now, hut I hope
it will come zo Lhat the injastiec now being
done to men reuring layge families will bhe
removed.  The Commonwealth Government
have taken a retrograde step in proposing a
reduetion of old age pensions from 175, 6d.
to 135, a week., The rate of ihe pension
was reduced from 20s, to 17s, Gd. by a Tab-
onr Government, hut had they remained in
power 1 doubt whether they would have
approved of o reduction tn 15,

M, Withers: They were forced hy the
banks to make that reduction.

AMr, HEGNEY: VYes Fifteen shillings i3
altogether incommensurate with the needs
ol old people in this country. Many of them
have worked for a lifetime producing wealth,
and they arc now to he made to suffer be-
cause of the financial stress. An attack has
beern made on old age pensioners rather than
on people who should hear the burden.
A number of depntations have waited on
the Trime Minister, Mr. Lyons, to urge that
the Federal iand tax should be reduced. He
stated that he was going to save money on
old age pensions this vear and that possibly
next vear relief would he given to land
owners in the shape of a reduction of Fed-
eral land tax. Reference has heen made i
the suguestion that there shoull be a redue-
tion of mewbers of Parvliament. I would
agree to a reduction of the number by 30.
1t one-half of the Legislature were chopped
off, the efliciency of Parliament would not
be diminished.  Queensland has only one
House and T doubt whether the legislation
fniiroduced by the Moore Government suf-
ferved in the abrenve of a second Chamber.
Yet we are told it is necessary to maintain
the Upper House, This House ean do all
that is necessary. If a measure for that
constitutional reform  weve introduced, T
wounld support it

My, Panton: Yuu are an optimist,

Mr. HEGXNEY: Touching matters of
loeal interest. there is n proposal to build a
bridge acros=s the Swan river. Many years
ago, when the tate Mr. Robinson was a Min-
ister, he had to fight an election, and the
present Minister for Railwavs resigned his
seat and conteste] the Canning reat. That
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clection was fought on the question of eon-
~tructing hridges across the Swan. I have
begn informed that it was proposed during
the eleetion to huild hridges at no fewer than
seven places. That was many vears agoe, but
I am pleased that the Minister for Works
has at last proposed the eonstruetion of «

bridge seross the river. Interested road
bourds have conferred on the matter and

thev are not haggling over the guestion of
site.  They lett that to the determination of
the engineers and the Town Planning Com-
nissioner. The bridge should be placed
where it will give the hest service to the
community for the next 23 years. That will
Le of real serviee to Western Australia. Tt
is urgently necessary that we should have &
numhber of crossings over the Swan River.
During the last 35 years no new erossings
have been made although the population has
inereased considerably in the meantime. !
will give the Minister all the support I ean
to further the project. The question of
finanee iz the hurning one. He has an-
nounced the method by which he proposes
to finanee thiz scheme. He was taken to task
a couple of weeks ago for having announced
the fact that he had a nest egg of about
£22,000 in a fund. That money eould he
spent profifably on the construction of a
hridge. If the Bill he brings down hecomes
law, and the money is made available, T
hope the work will be put in hand immedi-
ately. There is a matter of considerahls
importance to the people wlho are served by
the Beaufort-street tram service.  Beyond
the head of the line there is a large popule-
tion, but no bus competition with the tram-
ways. Numbers of persons have to walk a
considerable distance to cateh the tram at
the Dundas-street terminus. 1t is ineumbent
upon the tramway department to extend the
route at least another third of a mile, Tt
they are not prepared o do that, they should
allow other transport facilities to come into
the business. T hope, however, the tramline
will be extended, becanse the Beauforf-sireet
serviee is very efficient and up-to-date. This
line, which is in the electorate of the Min-
ister for Railwoys, should he duplicated,
and the system of loop lines should be ahol
ished. Hundreds of local residents desire
the service to he continued, but would like
it to he extended. T hope the Minister wili
wive serions consideration ta this necessarvy

[
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MR. PATRICK (Greenongh) [2.33]: I
do not intend to speak for long beeause [
think the sooner we get down to business
the better. Members opposite have offeredl
a good deal of criticism concerning the
conduet of the Govermment. This eriticism
has been rather of an evasive natare. We
have heard a good deal about monetary
reform.  The point is, what would the Qp-
position do if they had a similar set of civ-
cumstances to contend with?

My We will tell vou that in
March.

My, PATRICK: 1f the Opposilion have
any solution of the problem to offer, i is
their duty to bring it forward now,

Mr. Raphael: We have given you half
a dozen hut you will not accept them.

Mr. PATRICK: 1t is not within the
compass of {his House to effect any re-
form in the monetary system. That has
nothing to do with us.

Mr. Marshall: Tt is within the sphere
of the Government to take action against
it.

Mr. PATRICK: We cannot revise the
monetary system, but we ean see that the
best possible use is made of the money at
our disposal. That alone is within our con-
trol. Suggestions have been made for get-
ting assistance from the Mother country in
the wiping off of our loans. Tt is a fair
thing to ask for a veduction in interest,
but not to suggest writing off our loans.
If another loan is put hefore the British
people, [ awm sure there will be a veduction
in interest. I have no great sympathy for
the arguments advanced by the member for
South Fremantle (Hon. A. MeCallum) and
others that Creat Britain should give us
the assistance she has given to other coun-
tries. The member for East Perth (M.
Kenneally) thinks we should shut out the
products of Great Britain hecause wages
there are lower than they are here. That
means asking mueh poorer taxpayers than
we have here to carry part of our hurden.
Why should we throw everything upou the
people of lireat Britain? They are carry-
ing just as big a debt per head of the.
populalion as are the people of Australia.
The only difference is that the debt thev
are carrying of some eight thousand mil-
lion ponnds had been blown into the air,
whereas for o great proportion of the deht
represented by money we have horrowed

Panton:
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we have public works, vailways and other
assets,

Mr. Raphael: The Peel Estate is a great
asset, and something to look back upon.

M. PATRICK: 1 de aint know whether
the hon. memmber is trving to make a
speech. .\ good deal has been said about
inflation. The troubles of this country are
due largely to the inflation praetised dur-
ing the vears when evervthing was hoom-
ing.

Mr. Willeark:
down.

My, PATRICK: T do not want to ap-
pear to he one of those who are wise after
the event. To 1924 T was foolish enough to
submit myself as a candidate for Parlia-
ment. T should Tike to quote a few re-
iwarks 1T made on that oceasion,

v Maeshall: You were defeated then.

Are. PATRICK: And T expected to be.
[ said that the pravest ynestion was the
financial pesition: yet we were told that the
cornce had been turned and that every-
hody was prosperons. This was at the end
of the present Tremier’s last adipinistra-
tien. I pointed out that we had spent over
L11.000.000 in the last four vears from loan
funds and would spend over £4,000,000
more that year. We were renewing at six
per cent. loans borrowed at 414 per cent.
Our population was not inereasing rela-
tively fo our expenditure, neither was our
production.  Everything in the garden was
not lovely, TProduction was certainly in-
ereasing, but the greatest increase had been
in vatues. Woe had had eight gond vears
in the wheat helt, and prices had heen be-
yond the pre-war level, and vet we could
not balance our books. 1t was easy with
loan moncey te create an artificial pros-
perity. T did not anticipate, when the CGov-
ernment went out of office, that we would
have another (fovernment which would put
up a world’s record for a population of the
stze of ours. T refer to the reeord expen-
ditnre of borrowed money.

Mr. Panton: That i< the first time we have
beon eredited with doing anything,

Me, PATRICK: The Lahour Governnent
put up a record for the expenditure af bor-
rowed moeney, il thus ereated artifieial
prazperity,  During tho=e aix veirs we re-
ceived record prices for our produce. | need
only quote the price for wool during that
time. which vanged from 24.1d, 2521,
17.7d., 18d., 20.4d. to 17.6d., an averare

And now evervthing is

of nearly 20V.,d4. per Ih. With a bountiful
revenue and plenty of borrowed monev we
stll went to the had.  Aud vet the Leader
of the Opposition hoasted thut his defieit
dining these six years only averaged £158,000
a vear. I during that period we had crye-
ated a surplus fund we woulld not he in onr
present tronble.  Tet us take the indnstrial
converns of this country.  Apart trom two
which have hecome classies, the Swan Brew-
ery and the “West Anstralian”™ Newspaper
Company, must of owr biggest wholexale and

retail concerns are losing monev.  One of
the DLigwest wholesale houses in Ausbralia

w Josing at the rate of £30000 or £40,000 a
It reserves had not heen built up i
wyud times, that concern would have been on
the rocks long ago. Tt the Government had
huilt up reserves in good thmes, we wonld
have passzed more lightly through aur pres-
ent trouble.  Whilst the Leader of the Op-
pusition was speaking T iuterjeefed that the
price of wheat then was 3s. 1itd. a bushel.
The member for Geraldton and the member
fur Mi. Magnet scemed to guery that state-
ent. | therefore yang up the wheat pool
loter on, and found that on the 1st March,
1930, wheat in London was 41s, Gd. a quar-
ter, with no exchange influenee in favour of
i, Only 12 months later the price was 20s.
Gd. On the Jst March the price of wheat
at siding waz 3s. 11d. a bushel, on the 5th
Mareh it was 3=, 10d., and on the 31st March
of the eleetion year it was 3= 11d.  The
leader of the Opposition =aid he had made
o promiges,  He showed that he possessed
a very good knowledge of the times we were
appronching, but his knowledge veferred only
to loan moneva. He knew it would be diffi-
enlt in the future to horrow money. With
all his politieal prescience hie could not have
anticipated that wheat which was worth 3s.
11d. a hushel should, a few months later,
have resulted in a loss to the State of nver
£5,000,000, Had wheat remmained at 3. 11d.
i+ hushel, it would have hrought in an addi-
tional amount of over £3.000,000 to Western
Australia,  Undoubtedly during the big
hoom period  the notional ineome was
iniatedd  out of all proportion to the
imerease  in population.  Ta  show that,
| need only quote Customs and Fxeise
revenue, which in 1915 wasx £14,880,000,
and in 1919, after the war, had risen to
£17,426,000, and in 1929 was £41,058,000.
Other Federal taxation rose from £2,000,000

vear,
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i 1415 to £15,000,000 in 1929, State faxa-
tion, of all the States, rose from £7,000,000
in 19156 to £12,000,000 in 1919, and to
£32,000,000 iy 1929, Comparve thexe huge
inereases in taxation with the meagre in-
ereases in our population. In 1915 the
population ot the Commonwealth wax
4,900,000; in 1919 it was 5,400,000, and in
1929 it was GA00,000. Then take the tre-
mendous inereuses in the public debt: in
1914 the total debt was £339,000,000, in 1919
it was €705,000,000, and in 1930 it was
£1,117,000,000. Undoubtedly we have had o
good time, but now we have to pay for il
I take it that there would inevitably bhave
heen a ¢rash in Anstralia, irrespective of the
present low prices, if we had continued to
carry on as we were doing, It woukld have
heen impossible for Australia to horrow and
pay her way cven at the former high priees
of her products, During the time when bor-
rowed money was so plentiful, Targe avmies
of men were undoubtedly cmployed on nen-
productive work, such as veads. hmediately
upon the collapse of the hoom, those men
were thrown on the labour market. There
has been talk about the neeessity for main-
taining high wages in order to support the
spending power of the people. There is 2
fallaey in the argument about reduced spend-
ing power. The roduced spending power
represents the total mecome of the country,
and the total income of the country is not
increased by being placed in fower hands.
To show this one need ounly Instance New
South Wales, the richest State of the Com-
monwealth. The Lang Government kept up
wages in New South Wales, with the resull
that the richest State in the Commonwealth,
even though noi paying the interest on its
debt, had more unemployed than any other
Australian State, and received more Com-
monwealth money than any other State.

Mr. Marshall: It has the biggest popula-
tion of the States. Give the figures on the
percentage of the population.

Mr. PATRICK: New South Wales has
2,500,000 people out of Ausiralia’s total
population of 6,500,000; and New South
Wales has a floating debt ot £37,000,000, not
much less than half the total floating debt of
the whole of Australia, Within the last few
months New South Wales has received
£3,000,000 of money raised by the IL.oan
Couneil, as compared with £820,000 received
by Vietoria. Over a vcertain period, of
£154,000 distributed in weekly sustenance in
Australia, New Sonth Wales was paying ont
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£04,000. That is pretty conglusive evidence
that spending power cannot be increased by
keeping up rates of wages if the earning
capreity is not there.

Hon, J. ¢ Willeoek: But von reduce the
spending power if you keep numbers of
men unemployed.

Mr. PATRICK: If we are to distribate
the meney in fewer hands, the only meanys of
maitnining the nnemployed is to Impose an
noemployment iox on those who are em-
ployved. The tax must be sufliciently high to

cnable the proceeds to keep those who are

out of employment.

Alr. Raphael : What about a hachelor tax?

Mr. PATRICIC: A very good idea,

My, Haphael: You would be paying that.

Mr. PATRICK : Take the gquestion of the
basie wage. When the first basic wage was
declared, things were booming; and M.
residen{ [Iwyer stated (hat if an industry
could mot pay its way, all that eould he
done was fto transfer the men engaged iu
it to some other industry., Applying that
dictum to the farming industry, what would
be the position of that industry to-day if it
were eompelled to pay the present basie
wage? There is no more reason why men
should work for nothing on farms than that
they should work for nothing in, say, the
nase metal industries, which have all iad to
be closed down as unprofitable,

Mr. Raphacl: Most cockies waste money
when they get it.

Mr. PATRICK: This country has no more
right to tell the farmer to work for nothing
than to tell the miner to work for nothing.

Opposition Members: Hear, hear!

Me, PATRTCIN: Last session we wern (old
that the farmer was in a different position
from the ordinary wages man, becarse fhe
farner, even though working for a low ve
muneration, waz building up an asset. I
dn not (hink that can he said to-doy. At
present. the farmer’s assets are worth vory
little indeed.

Mr. Raphael: He spent his money on trae-
lors and motor ears.

Mr. PATRICK: Last year we had a
pecliar argument frem the member for Mt
Magnet (Hon. M. . Troy) regording the
gong of farmers.

AMr, Marshall: The member for Mt. Mag-
net will have another peeuliar argument
after he reads vour speech.

Mr. PATRICK: The hon. member said
that the sons of farmers were prepared to
work for practieallv no remumeration be-
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vanse they had something to look forward
Lo, There i~ nothing great For them to look
forward to nowadays. In my opinion, the
onfy way in which a farmer can keep his
sons on the farm is to pay them a reasonable
TE the farm cannot stand that, they
have no right to be on it

Mr. Baphael: But you do not believe in
paving a reasonable wage to putside workers,

Mzr. SPEARER : Ovder!

Mr, PATRICK: A farmer's =on is just
as wuel entitled o o reasonable wage when
working on a farm as when working on a
mine or anywhere else.  Farming is the
conntry's maost important industry, and the
farm worker should be on as good conditions
as, and prohably on a better wage than, any
other worker. The farming industry is the
most essentinl of all to Western Australia.
Now T turn to the nuestion of the tariff, on
which the momber for East Perth (Mr. Ken-
neally) tonched. Tt seems that the hov.
niember and his Leader are slightly at vari-
anee.  Last scssion the Leader of the Oppo-
sition stated—

ware,

If the Commonweatth Government makes it
unprofituhle to export Anstralian products, by
inflicting high tariffs, it is acting in a detri-
wental way to every Stote in the Common-
woenlth.

The member for Fast Perth apparently takes
an enfirely different view from that of his
Teader. The hon. member raised an interest-
ing question. Tt appears thal in this State
there is an nnholy alliance hetween the frade
unions and the  Chamber of Manufactures
to try to maintain duties. During the elee-
tHon whieh returned Mr. Scullin as Prime
Minister, the New South Wales Chamber of
Manufactures were behind him  all  they
kuew, heeatse they were aware that he would
put on high duties. The New South Wales
manufacturers, however, are beginning to
take a tumble to themselves, becauze a state-
ment published by them contains the fol-
lowing passage:—

We may maintain the wages and conditions
of the ¥ worker, and persist in extravap-

ance in the puldic serviees, amd make the av.

mer pay for it, We have hwea deing that for
veitrs, For every sort of machine and for every
sort of service which the farmer. has had 1o
|.il)‘, ae has had to pay ihe Australian high-
standard price. For evervthing he has had
to =ell abroad. he has got the world’s low-
stamdard price.  Ta econsequence e hias never
made a deeent wage, save when markets have
heen excoptionatly high, aad to-day probably
lalf hix class is deolvent.
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That i» a statement pur oui by the New
South Wales Chamber of Manufactures.
Undoulitedly the Chamber found that when
the Secullin Government imposed high duties
and cembargees, the manufacturers, instead
ol heing able to dispose of their products,
encountered a slumg in the exporting indus-
irie= of the e¢ountry. When Mr. Forde, ihe
Minister for (nstoms in the Secwnllin Gov-
ernmment, intradueed the sy=tem of cmbar-
woes, it was put forward as the Scullin
Guvernment’s eure for unemployment. My,
Forde contended that shuiting-ont products
from ahroad meant that there would be no
mare unemployment in Australin. We have
heard a good deal about the Premiers’ Plan.
The Premiers’ Plan is no vemedy for our
present discontents, primarily beeanse the re-
commendations in the report put up hy the
experts to the Premiers were not earried
out. Among the recommendations was one
for a drastie veduction in the tariff. Thai
was not adopted. There is at present a fairly
high rate of exchange, which is equivalent to
a profective duty. If a plan had been
adopted of redneing the tariff as the ex-
change rose, manufacturers would have been
in just as good a position. and the ox-
i:ort  indusivies  would have been ahle to
<cll their goods at more reasonable priges.
Now the manufacturing industries are also
cetting the full henefit of that protection.
Next as to the industries of Australia havinz
been saved by the svstem of embargoes. We
are foll that that was the result of shutting
out imports. T propose to quote one or two
articles on which there were no emhbargoe:.
Motor cars, for instance, could come in just
us freely as before. In 1928 motor cars t
the value of €10,600,0040 were imported, amd
in 1R the value was £1,005,000. That re-
duction was effeeted withoni any embargo.
The reason for the reduction of imports wasg
the cotting-ofi of loan moneys. In that way
the spending power of the people was ve-
duced. Then take the avticles benzine and
kerosene.  In 1928 their importation repre-
sented £5,000,000. 1n 1930 the importation
intn Australia had tallen to £4.700,000. And
there wus no embargo on benzine and kero-
sene. Now I will take an artiele of which
the use per head in Australia is greater than
in any other country in the world. There
was no embargo on the importation of tea
inte Australia.  In 1928 the value of fen
importesd into Australia was £3,500,000, an |
in 1930 the value had fallen to £2.246,000.
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Mr. Raphael: Why do you not guote some
of the things Australin can produece?

Mr. PATRICK: If it is neeessary, I can
quote a couniry where there were no em-
bargoes. The total decline in imports into
Australis, umounted to 51 per cent., aud in
New Zealand the decline was almost exactly
the same, without any embargoes whatever,

Hon. J. C. Willeock: 1f the embargoes
did not do any good, they did no harm.

Mr. PATRICK: They did a great deal
of harm.

TFion. J. €. Willcock: Apparently New
Zealand suceeeded without them.

Ay, PATRICK: The embargoes did o
great deal of harm beeause the position is
that Ansfralia requires a certain quantity ol
exports abroal to pay interest on her debts.
There was a small surplus of exports over
the amouni of that interest. What we did
hy putting on emhargoes and higher duties
wns to sy fo the exporters, “With the little
amount of money that is available, we wil!
allow vou te buy a few goods at the highest
possible prices.”

The Minister for Lands: The cinbargoes
elosed some markets against us,

Alrv. PATRTICIN: There is another point.
T have no abjection Lo huving goods of Ans-
tralinn manufacture, but T have the greatest
objeetion to paying three or four times their
proper value.

Mr. Kenneally: You would rather give
the trade to the Japs.

Mr. PATRICK: Take the position of ex-
porting interests comparved with manufac-
turing inlerests. Tn almost every country
of the world the priee of manufae-
tured goods has fallen to almost the
same extent as the diminizhed  detonrns
from private industries. But in Aus-
fralin . the difference is  still more
marked. Take the year 1911 with the
hazis ot 100, and compared with refurns at
that time, wool to-day stands at 87, wheat
at 81, and non-rural industries at 178, Thai
will indicate what prices we have to pay.
Congider the position regarding the price of
wnol. The value of a hale of wool to-day i-
about the same as that of a snit of clothes.
There must he semothing wrong when such
comditions prevail. We have heen told that
there have been tremendous improvements ta
the last few vears. One of the greatest diffi-
eulties in Australia is that owing to the high
prices of manufactured goods, there is no
adequate con=umption.  Consider the posi-
tion of wonllen ecoeds. Thirfy vears ago, T
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was selling as we termed woollen
goods, in a town nearly 600 miles from
Perth. [ think the member for East Perth
{Mr. Kenneally) will agree that immen:z
~trides have been made in the standards of
machinery since those days.  Despite that
fact, 30 vears ago we were selling men's
hosiery at almost half the price charged in
Perth fo-dav. The system we have created
in Australia has heen to make the cost of
tha manufactured article from raw materiais
available within the conntry, so great as [o
ke fthose articles almost lusary goods.

Mr. Kenneally: You have adopted a sys-
tem of exporting our goods to make them of
any value.

Mr. PATRICK . The explanation ot {he
mannfacturers was that the eost of the raw
materials had been made so great that thex
were foreed to merease the prices of the man-
nfartured article. Nowadays when the prices
charged for wool are so =mall, ihe manutie-
turers say that the cost of the raw material
makex no difference.  IT there is any valid
argmment in their contention, then a sales
tax on wool of 3d. or 4d. o Ih is justitiable
to raise the prices pavable to the producers.
With regard to the policy of protection. the
conntry distriets and pastoral areas are Faeed
with a serious prohlem in dealing with the
rabhit pest. Yet we are told that we are
required o make Auvstralia’s greatest na-
tional industries pay by using wire nefting
at an exorbitant cost, that munst be paid for
the sike of enmiploving a fow men within the
Conunurwealth.

Alr. Kepneally: The cmployment ol men
is a sall itewm, in your opinien’

Mr. PATRICK: It wire nelting were
available al o vensonable price, and wire and
galvanised tubing coulidl he procured at a
reasonable ontlay, there would be mueh more
work carried oul in the conntry districis than
there is lu-dax.  We are told that the Gov-
crament are marking time regnrding inain-
tenanee wark on rolling stoek and buildings,
whirh are not kept in proper condition. That
is what iz going on throughout the country
disiriels. No one is doing any leneing. Tl
member for Mt. Magznet {Hea. M. F. Troy)
veferrved to increased freight eharges on wire
netring and wire.  Who is doing any Feneing
in the country to-day, if he can avord it!
The inereased freight to the extent of a few
shillings per (on is nothing to the pounds
we have fo pav owing o increased duties.
On my properly, much water supply work

;:]'ﬂ'a"ﬁ,”
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should be carried out, and 2-inch piping is
neewsary. . We have heen patching up the
old pipes with eement, and will eontinue to
do =0 until prices are more reasonuable.

My, Kemneally: You will have the coolin.
S00n.

My, PATRICK: Given reasonable prices
for our requirements, there would he much
more work carried vut in the country dis-
fricts to-day.

Mr. Raphacl; The Minister fur  Lands
would <ooner introduce Maltese than coolies.

Mr. PATRICK : 1 sugwest to the memhber
{or FEast Perth that what T have zaid indi-
cates that something is wrong in Australis.
The other day an interesting little hooklet
wax supplied to members by the Broken Hill
Proptictary Co. Ltd., giving a history of
their operutions in Australia.  From that
booklet 1 find that the metallic content of
Hiroken Hill ivon and steel was 69.5 yper
veni. as against Yorkshive producis, 30 per
cent.; Lake ‘Superior, 8 to 55 per cent., aind
Lxemburg and Alsace-Lorraine, 36 per cent.
Yet although a1 sister dowminion, Canada,
Jays 25 per eent. more in wages than does
Anstralia, and has to import a lot of ber raw
material, she ean sell steel af hall the priec
charged in the Commonwealth,  There s
something entivelv wrong there,  Tle vesult
of Awstralia’s protectionist poliey his been
that one ol the bigrest machinery mannfac-
turer= in the Communwealth has erected a
plant in Canada hecause he ean buy his raw
material clicaper there. T ean give the mem-
ber for East Perth another instamee. Tast
vear T bought a harvester part which was a
rourh easting weighing 7 1bs, costing 24s.

Mr. Sleeman: Whae was the maker!

My, PATRICIC: The biggest machinery
manufacturer in Australia, My MeRay,
I'roan one of the leading engineering firms
in America | take the following prices for
castilex —Ordinary  iron easting, 8 to 15
cent-. a Ih, the latter priee heing for
sinal and intricate work: brass and hronze
castines, 30 to G0 cents.: aluminium, 40
to 70 cents.  Thus we have to pav iu
Anustralia for rough castings more than is
charwed in America for aluminimn castings.
There is =omething seriously wrong, awd
it i~ wp to Opposition  members—I say
that heeause there ave no finer workmen than
the Anstralians—to discover the solntion,
Oune of the great troubles with the world to-
day i< the narrow nationabi=m that ha- «rown
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up since the war, Fvery country, by means
of high tariffs aimed against other countries,
has adopted that poliey. France used to he

i big  dmporter of  Australian  wheat.
She imports no wheat to-dax, and we

are told that though wheat is @ cheap com-
modity, the people have not the money with
which to buy it. [espite that, wheat in
¥rance to-day is bringing the equivalent
of 7s. or 8s. a bushel, whereas it can be
purchased elsewhere at 3s. a bushel. The
result of that system of narrow national-
ism is that the whole trade of the world
is hung up and haif the shipping of the
world is rotting in ports. Only when trade
is allowed to flow freely shall we have a
solution of our problems.

Mr. Kenneally: Now we are getting at
it—free trade!

Mr. PATRICK: The Premicr submitted
an argument the other evening with which
T disagreed. The same iopie was elabor-
ated by the member for Brown Hill-
TIvanhoe {Mr. F. (. 1. Smith). The Pre-
mier said that Western Australia would
hecome prosperous onlv when we imported
more than we exported.

The Premier: T did not say anything of
the sort.

Mr. PATRICK: T think so. The mem-
her for Brown Hill-Tvanhoe (Mr, F. C. L.
Smith} said that prosperity in Australia
ran in eveles. OFf course we know that
everv debtor country should have an ex-
eess of exports over imports, while every
eredilor couniry should have an excess of
imports over exports, hecaunse then revenuc
is flowing in from all sources. One of the
pgreat troubles of the world to-dayv is that
the United States of America, a ereditor
country, should have a tremendous cxeess
of imports, but is actwally trying to block
those imports, The farming induslry in
Western Australia is in a deplorable con-
dition, and probably it will be necessary to
have combined Federal and State legisla-
tion to protect the Ffarmers’ interests.
Moreover. interest rates will have to eome
down. T do not think the banks have
moved as rapidly in that direelion as theyv
should have done. When the hoom was on,
the hanks were just as extravagant as were
the Governments, and it was then no un-
commaon sight to =e¢ bank managers trying
to thrust monev on to the farmers. Now,
when the prices of all primary products
are down, the banks shonld he prepared to
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take a substantial ¢ut in their intevest.
Probably it will be necessary nlso to have
combined Federal and State legislation te
protect the assets of the farmer. A board
should he appointed to write down the
farmers’ debts and fund the balance over
a period. Suneh a compromise would save
the farmers’ life work, and would assist
his ereditors for thery would get more
-under that system than by foreing him into
the Bankmptey Court.

Mr. Raphael: What about the workers!
Have vou no thought for them?

"Alr. PATRICK: There can he no Jast-
ing relief for the workers until onr pri-
mary industries are put on a sound founda-
tion. We should have mortgage hanks in-
stead of the present overdraft svstem, for
overdrafts can be called up at a moment’s
nutice, whereas the farmer, if he were
dealing with a mortgage bank, would know
oxactly where he stood. In the past we
have attacked our problems from the wrong
end. T do not know whether members op-
posite have ever attempted to heat out a
bush fire. Generally we see a new chum
rush in and try fe heat out a fire at the
nearest point. The only sueceessful way is
{o heein at the right end, at the souree of
the fire. That is what we have fo do in
regard to our problems. We must put the
primary industries on a sound hasis first,
after whigh the secondary industries will
be found to be in a much sounder condition
than they are to-day. To show that the
farmers’ problems are not confined to Aus-
tratia, | wish to read what was said hy a
leading British farmer, a man who is not
only a competent farmer, but is gifted with
native shrewdness, as will be surmised from
his name, which is Me¢BDougall, [n a recent
article, Mr. MeDougall said—

We ask for a living wagt,  Have the
townspeople ever thought, when they are vcat-
ing their food, of the misery which is entailed
by =elling it at less than the éost of produe-
tion. Just think, every time vou eat, of the
poor frllaws that produred your food, ihe
underpaid  worker. wnmd  the harassed farmer
racked with anxivty, nnd facing dehts which
threaten fo engnlf lLim. AL the moment you
ean  take advantage of  our difficultics and
srqneexe ue; but yvou cannot pe on for ever,
griting wood food produeed on those terms,

So the position there is almost exactlv the
same as ours. .\ question of unusual in-
terest touched upon in the Governor's
Speech is that of bulk handling.  Back
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in 1908 [ wrote a paper ou this yuestion
for what was then known as the Northern
Development League, with headquarters in
Geraldten. That paper was published in
the “Western Mail,” but [ have uever seen
it since. I mention this, for it shows T was
taking an interest in the guestion even then.
I am trying to get hold of that paper, for
I am sure I would find it interesting. At
this junctare | have but two things to say
abont bulk handling. One is that it should
be a State-wide scheme applyving to Albany,
Bunbury and Geraldton as well as to Fre-
mantle, and the other is that it should he
controlled hy the fariners, who are the men
paying for it. I shonld like to give the Gov-
crnment o point as to the collection of taxa-
tion, n method by which they might raizse
a little more money without increasing the
present tax. [t is generally helieved that
taxation has been evaded. Two or three
years agoe I read an article by Mr. Thomas
Bath, onee a member of this House, point-
ing ont that thousands of men in this egun-
try, especinlly single men, carning more than
the exemption of £100, were evading the
payment of ineome tax. To Sonth Aus-
tralia the income tax is collected through the
employers by meaus of stimp=.  When in
Adelaide, 1 walked into a sintioner’s shon
and purchased for a penny one of the regu-
lation income tax stamp hooks. The em-
ployer has to deduet the amount puid, whick
has to be endorsed at the end of the year hy
thie Taxation Department. That is a very
cheap method of collecting the taxation.
Mr. Kenneally: Like the hospital tax.
Mr. PATRICK : Yes, except that in South
Australia the inecome tax imposed is Is. in
the pound, and the cxemption is only £100.
The Government of South Anstralin propose
lo take the administration of income taxation
entirely away from the Taxation Department
and do it throngh the Trenzary. Like the
manler for Mt. Qawthorn (Mr, Millington},
I am disappointed at the vague reference in
the Speech to elections. I should like to
lave scen something more definite. The last
redistribution of seats was a very unfair
one, and I was surprised at the member for
Hannans (Hon. 8. W. Munsie) saying the
other night that there would he a tremendous
row if any attempf were made to touch the
coldfields representation.  Tn an earlier Re-
distribution of Seats Bill introduced by the
present Premier it was proposed to put the
population of the Golden Mile on the same
ynotn as that in the metropolitan area, be-
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cause it was o conpgested population living
in a small area. 1 Jdu not think anvene can
advance a reasonable argument why the
quota on the Golden Mile should bhe 2,000
against a quota of over 4,000 in the farming
districts. The quota in the four eleciorates
on the Golden Mile, which a man could walk
around in the coursze of & few hours, should
be as great as that in the farming distriets,
some of which extend 200 or 300 miles in
length.

Mr. Rapbael: The mentalily ol the gold-
fields people is so mueh hizher; that is the
renson.

Mr. PATRICK: 7 was hoping that the
Government would have given some indiea-
ton of introducing an amendment. In any
eveat, whether theve is to he a redistribution
or not, there should be a readjustment of
the present houndaries.

Mr. Withers: T agree with yvou therve.

Mr. PATRICK : The member for Leeder-
ville should also agree. A suggestion has
been made that the number of members
should be reduced. I am one of those who
believe that tbe number of members in this
JTouse should be reduced, beeause the States
now have largely reduced responsibilities
compared with what they had a few years
ago. That is due to the Commonwealth
Government having taken over the whole of
our finaneial responsibilities.

Mr. Raphael: Are von advocating unifi-
cation now?

Mr. PATRICK : T consider that an amend-
ment of the Eleetoral Act is desirable to
provide for compnlsery voting.

Mr. Raphael: Hear, hear!

Mz, PATRICK: T am sure no member
will disagree with that.

Mr, Raphael: Tt wonld save a lot of monex
at clection time.

Mr. PATRICK: Regarding sceession.
which seems to interest the member for
Vietoria Pavk. eonsidering the excellent argu-
ments advanced by the Opposition in favour
nf seeession, T think it wonld bhe a good idea

to put the question to the people
T disagree with the memher for Nelson
in that T believe the question should
bhe put to the people at the nest

clection. Regarding edueation, T am pleased
that the Government have adopted the
principle of spending most of the money
available in providing more facilities for
schools in the eountry districts.  T€ there is
congestion in a eity school, nther buildings
are nvailable in which to house the children,
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but there are country diztricts where the
building ererted by the Government repre-
sents the only facilities available. Last sea-
sion the member for Fremantle desired to
diseuss the University. T consider that this
State ennnot afford a free University.

Miss Holman: When the people are leasi
ahle to pay, make them pay more,

Mr. PATRICK : T believe ours iy the only
Cniversity in the British Dominions that is
frec.

Mr. Sleensan: That iz not the point [
wished to deal with.

Alr. PATRICK: No. In the sister State
of  South Australia, £28,000 is ecollected
annually in University fees, and if the people
in a State in such poor cirettmstances as
South Australia has been can afford to pay
tees Lor University tuition, the people in this
State could do so.

Mr. Panton: There are more facilities in
South Aunstralia.

My, PATRICK: As T have pointed out
previgusly, the University is not free for
country people. People living in the metro-
politan arca ean send their children to the
University more easily than ean people in
the country, and it wounld he much better if
certain fees were charged and the proceeds
devoted to providing miore scholarships to
enahle additional country children to atlend
the University. "The whole of the railway
policy rvequires to he reviewed. The system
is burdened with too many dud lines.

Mr. Raphael: They are nearly all that.

Mr. PATRICK: South Australin bas =«
Transport Board, part of whose duty is to
inguirve into railway lines that are not pay-
ing.  The board can submit n recommenda-
tion to close such lines provided sufficient
ofher transport is avnilable at  reasonable
rates.  Undoubtediy many railwavs in this
State should never liave been built.  On the
Port Hedland-Marble Bar line, for instance,
a train is run, I think, once a week.  Then
there is the railway from Mt Magnet to
Sandstone whieh runs once a fortnight. In
my opinion it would pax the Government to
eloge those lines and put on motor transport.
This form of transport has grown up sinee
the vaitways were huilt and the people could
he giver a far more ellicient service with
nmotors and it could he run without ineurring
the creat loss involved at present.

My, Marshall: T venture to sav that many
al your friends, the woolgrowers, would not
agree with that.
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Mr. PATRICK ; 1 believg that atl the wool
grown could be ecarvied morve cheaply and
that o more frequent service could he pro-
vided by motor transport than by rail ser-
vice. The member tor JMt. Magnet seemed
a little annoved hecause the freight on wire
and wire netting had been slightly increased,
bt he made no mention of the big reduetion
in the freight of wool, which is now
one of the few lines on which the freight is
lower than in 1914, I du not know whether
it is that our railways are inore economically
run, but 1 think it is because they are eavey-
ing o mueh lower eapital expenditure than
in South Australin that freighls bere are
lower. One wise thing dene before vespon-
sible Government was to empower the Gov-
erment to vesnme land for railway purposes
withont paying for it. I should like to com-
pare the freights on feneing wire and wire

netting with those charged in South Aus-
tralin :—
Miles— .. 100, 1A :uu.] 230, ' Bo0. doo,
:‘s. A fss b o= w0 Al oss o Dsl 4l
Waoxtern Ans- ' [ O 24 1 duood o 4T S e
tralia | ! '
HSouth  Ans- Tod L dF T 48 ME S AT I i2 T
tralia i

Consequently we have something in ihe mat-
ter of railway freights on which to congratu-
late ourselves. One freight thai 1 should like
to see substantially reduced is ihat on stoelk.
The present prices for stock are very low.

The Minister for Agriculture: OQur freiglts
are the lowest in Australia.

Mr. PATRICK: Long distanee [Ireights,
to quote my own distriet, last vear cost 4s.
per head, including conumission, to Midlan:d
Junction and the stock bronght fs., Ts, or
8s. per head.

Mr. Marshall: Your distriet is only a
soburb of Perth compared with mine,

Mr. PATRICK: The member for Ger-
aldton menfioned the stretch of fervitory
Iving north of that town. T fecl sure be is
interested I the question hecause n gomld
deal of money is heing spent on the port he
represents, and naturally he desives to see u
considerable increase of frallic to merit that
expenditure. The previous Government made
a big mistake when they neglected to open
up Lo the railway system these northern
Tands. Tt ¢ many vears since any railway
was buili in ihe North. Some of the conntry
Is good agricultural land and les within
100 miles of a port. Whilst we had thix
country  within 100 miles of Geraldtoun,
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the Glovernment were considering  the
wili-eat 8,500 farms seheme, and were
putting  men  out 60 wmiles from a

nailway. T am glad that the Railway Ad-
visory Board have recently visited the dis-
tviet, and luve put in a satisfactory report.
There is also the guestion of spur lines at-
tached to the Midland Railway. The Gov-
vrenen{ should not adopt a dog-in-the-
manger policy. If they are not prepared to
huy out the MMidland Railway Company they
=hould allow it to develop its own territory
by aneans of spur lines, 1t is the only rail-
way in Anstralin that at present is paying
its way. 1 agree we should have a uniform
1nilway system, in that it should either be ar
all Goveriment monopoly or all private en-
terprise.  If, however, the Government ave
pol prepared to take over the line at a rea-
sttable price, they should allow the company
to develop its own territory in the way sug-
wosted,

Mr. Marshall: Can von get it from Mr.
Povnton al a reasonahle price?

Me. PATRICK: The Government should
tnke into consideration the importance of
making investigations into the supply of a
wore economieal fuel for farm tractors. It
is no use finaneial institutions condemning
lractors and saving that the farmers must
oo baek fo horses. There ave several thou-
sandg of {ractors in the State, representing
the investment of millions of money.

AMr. Raphael: All wasted.

Mr, PATRICIC: It is ridienlous that they
=hould he allewed to lie idle, and that farm-
ers should he compelled to nse horses when
there are noi =ulficient horses for the work
that requires 1o he done.

My, Raphael: Do you suggest the Gov-
erument should buy the kerosene for them?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has
alveaudy minde one speech.

Mr. PATRICK: ¥E the hon. member will
listen patiently, T =hall be able to correct
his imorance.  The South Australian Gov-
cenment have appointed a permanent com-
mittee of cngineers to investigate all gas pro-
dueer plants nsed on tractors, and fo report
upon them tor the benefiv ol faviners.  We
see there what adver<ity will do, and what
nnprovements have heen ellvcted o tractors.
It is alse significant that the improvewnents
in (he way ol gas producer plants have heen
mide by farmers themselves. In South Aus-
fralia o Farmer nawed Shiftery has effveted
several improveinents, mnd his patent i< he-
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ing sold by one of the leading agrieultural
firms. In this Siate there is a farmer in the
Wongan Hills distvict, a Mr. Herbert, who
has also turned out a satisfactory plant. M.
Herbert has been ahle to save £8 per week
per traetor in his fuel costs. He ran two
tractors all last season. He has now pur-
chased a new one and has equipped that
with his gas produeer plant. He and his
brother eame from South Australia a few
rears ago. They were farming on a big scale.
When prices fell they found that tractors
did not pay, and they went back to horses.
They then found they could not cover the
same area with horses as they eounld with
tractors, and they reverted to machinery.
One of the brothers was able to put in most
of his time working on the mechanical side
of tractors, and ultimately he was successful
in evolving this gas producer plant. Mr.
Slattery of South Australia says that this
season he has seeded 1,600 acres with com-
bines at an expenditure of £8 in fuel. The
member for Vietoria Park will sece that if we
cant cut out the importation of various kinds
of fuel, and utilise labonr in preparing the
charcoal for our own fuel, to hurn in gas
producer plants, we shall be doing a fine
thing for the country. T hope the Govern-
ment will investizate the different loeal in-
ventions, and issue reporis concerning their
effect and importance. I wish to say a few
words about the matter of diversifying our
system of farming. Some farmers in Eng-
land say that they are not very mueh con-
cerned with wheat as a erop. In England,
out of every £100 the housewife spends on
food, she spends only £11 on cereals of
cvery kind, bread, cakes, biscuits, porridge,
cie., and £62 on livestoek produets, meat,
hutter, eggs and milk, cte. There is room for
hig development of our livestock products in
the districts north of Perth; that is, in the
production of fat lambs, in dairving, cte.
This development would he more economieal
north of TPerth than in the South-West.
It would he far heiter to have dairy-
ing developed and fat lambs raised in {he
northern part of the State, and to allow
dairving to develop gradually in the South-
West, and the heavy timher to develop it-
self. At Orroroo, in South Australia, a dry
part of the State, tremendous stacks of eream
cans e¢an be seen on the railway stations, and
there is a fine hutter factory there. More
butter is turned out in the ordinary wheat
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districts of Vietoria than in the rich dairy-
ing districts of Gippsland.

The Minister for Lands: Only during the
last few years.

Mr. PATRICK : Tt has been going on for
many years. The present system will get us
nowhere. 1 remember once in my town a
vear or two ago attending a meeting, A
farmer came with his horse and sulky and
put the horse into the yard. After the meet-
ing, he went out to see a man about a dog.
On his return he jumped into the sulky and
whipped up his horse, 1 asked him what
the matter was, and he said the hlanky horse
would not go. He had actually forgotien to
take the halter off the animal’s neck. He
was helting the horse, hut got nowhere. The
present system will get us nowhere, until we
put our primary industries on a solid foun-
dation, and get hack to sane and sound fin-
ance. We have to stop spending loan money
on roads and bridges, etc., and must spend
it only on reproductive works. Any expen-
diture on roads, bridges, sehools, ete., should
come strictly out of revenne. The farmer iz
the most essential individual in the commun-
ity, He has a right to demand at least the
cost of produetion, plus a profit on his work.
If we do nob put our export industries on a
favourable hasis, nothing ean sueceed, where-
as if we do, all else will follow. I am not
so pessimistiec as others ahout the future of
this country. In 1914 we had no erop at all,
but managed to scrape along. It is
better to have a large erop selling at a small
price, than to have a very small crop selling
at a high price. Even fo-day wheat prices
rule 30 per ecut. higher than a year ago.
The price of wool seems to be advancing;
and I have no doubt that the movement will
continue, and that the price of wool will re-
vert, though perhaps not io as high a level
as in boom times, still o a reasonable level.
I believe that this State will recover much
more rapidly than the other States of the
Commonwealth, because our land values are
on a much lower scale than land values else-
where.

Mr, Marshall: Land values are onc of the
great troubles.

Mr. PATRICK: A leading merchant of
South Australia told me that while the boom
was on, wheat country on the west coast of
South Australia sold as high as £29 per acre.
That land prodaces no more than country in
Western Anstralia. Thoogh our land values
may have gone a little too high, undoubtedly
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they ere on a low plane as compared with
land values in the Eastern States. That is
the reason why Western Australia will re-
cover a great deal soonmer. But what we
bave to consider is that the world, after all,
iz a very small place, and that we have to
drop the narrow nationalism which has
spread so much singe the war. In eonclusion
I will guote & statement made by Signor
Mussolini. No one has indulged more in
that narrow nationalism than Signor Musso-
lini, who began by declaring that Italy had
to grow all its own wheat—in which Italy
has not succeeded. The statement I wish to
quote is—

A solution leading to a resumption of econ-
omic and financial activily must be found.
Such a solution ean only emerge from a very
broad conception which recognises the inter-

dependence of States, though their economic
systems may be different.

On motion by Mr. Wanshrough, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.43 p.m.
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Tuesday, 6th September, 1932,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.n., and read prayvers.

QUESTION—COLLIE COAL.
Supplies, Prices, and Delayed Award.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY asked the Chief
Seeretary: 1, Which mines at Collie are
supplying eoal (a) to the railways, (b} ic
the power house? 2, What was the quan-
tity supplied by each mine per week, or
forinight, and the price per ton paid to each
mine by the railways and by the power
house? 3, On what date was Mr, Howe ap-
pointed to arbitrate upon the disagreement
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hetween the Commissioner of Railways and
the roal mining companies as to pricest 4,
Has Mr. Howe yet given his deecision? 5,
What is the reason for such a prolonged
delay?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1
{a) and (b), Co-operative, Proprietary,
Cavdiff, Stockton, and Griffin. 2, For week
ended 27th August, 1932—Railways: Co-
operative, 991 tons; Proprietary, 1,732
tens; Cardiff, 559 tons; Stockton, 951 tons;
Griflin, 402 tons. Tramways: Co-operative,
Proprictary, Cardiff, Stockton, 1,829 tons;
Griffin, 204 tons. The prices paid, which
are tentative only, all being subject to ad-
Justment hy arbitrator. were—Railways:
Co-operative, 16s. 6d. per ton; Proprietary,
1as. 10d. per ton; Cardiff, 14s, 11d. per
ton; Stockton, 15s. 4d. per ton; Guriffin,
13s. Gd. per ton. Tramways: Coa-operative,
Proprietary, Cardiff, Stockton, 10s. per ton;
Griffin, 9s. 9d. per ton. 3, 10th Nevember,
1931. 4, No, but an interim decision was
given on 12th November, 1931. 5, The hear-
ing of evidence is not yet completed, and
evidence of a more comprehensive nature
than was expected is now being given.

QUESTION—CROWN RESIDENTIAL
LOTS.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, How many Crown residential
lots were found to be illegally occupied by
rvesidents of Meekatharra, Wiluna, Guwalia,
and Leonora, respectively, for the 12 months
ended 30th June, 19327 2, Since action has
been taken by the Lands Department to
lease these lots and collect annual rents, how
many leases have been applied for in each
respective district?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Fourteen at Meekatharra; 56 at Leonora
(Gwalia). The Lands Department has no
information in respect of Wiluna, 2, Nine
at Meekatharra; 19 at Leonora (Gwalia).

ADDRESS-IN-REFPLY.
Fifth Day.
Tebate resumed from the 18th August.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
{4401: T take this opportunity sincerely
to congratulate you, Mr. President, upon
having heen re-elected to the important



